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WALKING ON

GLASS
The BSFA Column

THIS ISSUE OF MATRIX IS SLIMMER THAM USUAL, FOR TWO REASONS.
One is that, simply, we have received littie material beyond the
columns. Maybe the effort of completing the

legal complications | can't begin to unrevel, and instead spent
several weeks of misery and uncertsinty es one date after
another slipped by with no sign of the formalities actusily
being completed. Producing & megazine whilst attempting to move
house is not to be recommended, perticulerly one
existing in & semi-packed state. For thal 1 beg
indulgence of the membership. We have tried to offer most of
the basic news end listing festures, where possible and
spologise for the lack of extras. | regret too that my
swsnsong issue of Matrix should have to be edited under such
conditions, but it cannol be helped. However importent BSFA
imes when outside events must

cannot produce & magazine from material which isn'L there.

1 hope this a problem my successor won't have. Yes, | am finally
relinquishing the editorial hat in order to concentrate on the
sdministration of the BSFA. Three years is a long Lime and

whilst is still much left to do, | think a fresh
perspective is definilely needed in order to lake Mairix to new
heights.

very encouraged by the hind letters I've
received from various members, praising my efforts, end | hope
support the new editor as vigorously. | shell miss
the letters, | must sdmit, but | hope that I encourage
peple to continue to write to me ss administrator, sbout the
BSFA, its sims and development, and | shall continue to provide
& BSFA column for Matrix.

My successor is to be Jenny Glover from Leeds. Jenny is aiready
active in fandom, as a member of tiree apas, ss a fanzine editor
and as en organiser of cuwmuom She has some excellent and
forthright ideas about the de: t of Matrix and | hope you
will support her by cmtuhulmg 1o the magazine, either through
articles or by writing to the Letlers pege.

Jenny's address is 16 Aviary Place, Armiey, Leeds, LS16 and ell
general information, letters, information aboul conventions end
I fanzines elc should be passed Lo her. Paul Kincaid will
continue to edil the MNews Column so all news should be sent to
him, end the other regular contritutors will hopefully continue
to produce Lhelr columis.

I shall combine the edilorial with the BSFA columi just this
is little else to report beyond Jenny's

mpend
on BSFA metters during December, I'm sfraid, that
and other personal problems which have now been resolved. I'm
toking the rest of the yesr out of university for health
ressons, which will give me & good deal of time to work on BSFA
matters so the admin should soon be back in hand.

The January BSFA meeting at the Plough in was, by all
accounts, extremely well-attended. Regrettsbly, | couldn't attend
es | had an urgent engagement with & removal lorry early the
next morning but | will secure & report for the next BSFA
Column. The Februsry meeting will be held on 15th Februsry at
the Plough, Museum St, London and will festure & quiz.
Admission, es usual, is SOp for members, £1 for non-members and
now open from sbout 5.30 pm or &s scon s the
meetings orgeniser or a Committee member arrives.

The new meetings organiser is Rob Newmsn, who will be working

in conjunction with myself and cther committee members to brmg
o veried progremme of entertainments this yesr. Rob in
porticuler seems to have & good rapport with the pub
management which should ensure that certain problems of
communication are swiftly ironed out. One of our major concerns
is to make the meelings rather more user-friendly than Lhey
heve been. The apparent stand-offishness of regular attendees

towards newcomers hes been commented on, nol s reputstion |
would care to see the BSFA landed with.

The BSFA will hold its AGM during Eastcon. This meiling will
n.nnlmy be accompanied by an official notice containing ali
Any m-n.u which you feel need to be raised at the
mung, pl ontact me as soon as possible st 60
Bournemouth Rw. Folkestone, Kent, CT19 SAZ

The final ballot for the BSFA Awards is also contsined in this
mailing and | would like to encourage people Lo vote, even if it
is only the one category. Nicholas Mahoney, our new Awards
Administrator, will be working with myself and other committee

s to revamp and relaunch the awerds in 1991, with & view
to improving their image and credibility. My own experience of
being involved with the Arthur C Clarke Award suggests that
this Is & gradusl process which can iske several years - you
would be surprised, for exsmple, 8t how difficult it can be to

persuade publishers to mention the award on custjackels, more

and detailed comments on ways in which the organisation of the
awards might be improved. Plesse send them either to myself st
60 Bournemouth Rosd, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 SAZ or else to o
Nicholas Mshoney st 275 Lonsdsle Avenue, Intake, Doncaster, S.
Yorks, D2 6HJ.

Lest but by nc means lesst, the questionnsires have finally
stopped arriving, and the time has come to announce the winners
of the draw. The £10 book token goes to Christopher Rogers fron
Basingstoke, and the £5 tokens e Laverick from
Londan, Jenne White from Sheffieid, end lan Oldfield from Egham,
Surrey. Thanks to everyone who returned s Questionnaire. We
received over three hundred returns, which is epparently
stetistically wey over the normsi odds for & project of this
nature.
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NEWS

Compiled by Paul Kincaid
(with a little help from Locus, SF Chronicle and other sources)

B BSFA AWARDS NOMINATIONS
W CLARKE AWARD SHORTLIST

M BALLARD MOVES TO COLLINS
B BANKS MOVES TO MACDONALD
B JONES MOVES TO GOLLANCZ

BSFA AWARD NOMINATIONS

The nominstions for the 1989 BSFA Award have been announced.
They are:

BEST NOVEL
A Child Across the Sky - Jonathan Carroll (LEGEND)
The Child Garden ~ Geoff Rymsn (UNWIN)
Cyteen - C.J. Cherryh ML)
The Gold Coast - Kim Stenley Robinson (ORBIT)
Pyramids - Terry Pratchett (GOLLANCZ)

BEST SHORT FICTION
e bc g = ChFlaiophiar Evans (Zenith)
“Garden| = lan McDonald (Zenith)
“In Yrmlllllﬂ\' - Lisa Tuttle (Zenith)
“The Knot Garden" - Mary Gentls (Soldiers and Scholars)
“One Upon 8 Time in the Park” - lan Lee (/nterzone 30)
“Tommy Atkins" - Barrington Bayley (/nterzone 27)

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION
Back to the Future
Batman

The Chronicies of Aermnia ®BC)
Or Who @BC)
Red Dvarf @8C)

BEST ARTWORK

Cover: Other Edens I/l - Jim Burns

Interior Illustrations: interzone 31 - SMS

Cover: In the Drift

Cover: The Great and Secret Show

Cover: Scholars and Soldiers

Cover: Neverness

Cover: The Gold Coast/Interzone 30 - Keith Scaife
Cover: Interzone 31 - Davi dy

BEST NOVEL: Koko - Peter Straub (VIKING)

BEST NOVELLA: "The Skin Trade" - George RR. Martin (Night
Visions 5

BEST SHORT STORY: "Winter Solstics, Camelot Station” - John M.
Ford (Invitation to Camelot)

BEST COLLECTION Angy
tisd with Storeys from
BEST ANTHOLOGY: The Year's Bast Fantasy First Annual Collection
~ Ellen Datlow & Terrl Windling Eds) (LEGEND)

Candy - Herlan Ellison (no UK publisher)
the Old Hotel — Gena Wolfe (GEROSINA)

BEST ARTIST: Edward Gorey
SPECIAL AWARD PROFESSIONAL: Robert Welnberg tisd with Terri
Windling

SPECIAL AWARD NON-PROFESSIONAL: Kristine Katherine Rusch & Dean
Wesley Smith (Pulphouse)
LIFE ACHIEVEMENT: Evangeline Walton

BRITISH FANTASY AWARDS WINNERS
The 1968 British Fantasy Awards have gone to:
AUGUST DERLETH AWARD FOR BEST NOVEL: The Influsnce - Ramsey
Campbell

BEST SHORT STORY: "Frulting Bodies” - Brian Lumley
BEST ARTIST: Dave Carson

SPECIAL AWARD: R Chatwynd-Hayes

AUTHORS IN PLELISHING MERRY-G0-ROUND

The recent changes in British publishing, as & vlvltty of once-
Independecnt publishing houses have been tsken over by larger
conglomerates, has resulted in editors moving from one publisher
to the next. The question has naturally besn raised: will
suthors be loyal to their publisher or to their editor. Well, now
we seem to be getting an snswer, as AG. Ballard, Micheel
Moorcock snd laln Benks follow their editors sway from the

CLARKE AWARD SHORTLIST

The shortlist for the £1,000 Arthur C. Clarke Award for the best

houses that have published them from the start of
thelr careers. At the same time, Arthur C. Clarke snd Gwynath
Jones have also changed their publisher recently.

& novel published in Britain during 1989, has been

A Child Across the Sky - Jonathen Carroll (LEGEND)
A Mask for the General - Lisa Goldsteln (LEGEND)
Desolation Road - lan McDonald BANTAM)

Soldiers of Paradise - Paul Park (GRAFTON)

Ivory - Mike Resnick QLEGEND)

The Child Garden - Geoff Rymen (UNWIN)

Neverness - David Zindell (GRAFTON)

The judges for the award were David V. Barrett and Meureen
Porter for the BSFA, and Mary Gentle and Maxim Jskubowskl for
the Science Fiction Foundation, as well as representatives of
the International Sclence Policy Foundat ion.

The winner of the Award will be anncunced on March Bth
1990 st the Groucho Club, London. The reception will commence at
5.30pm with the announcement arcund 6.30pm. The reception will
be open to all members of the SF community.

It is interesting to note thet only Jonathen Carroll end
Geoff Ryman make the shortiist for both of this country's major
S novel awards. And both lists contaln only two British, or
British-based writers: Ryman and Terry Pratchett for the BSFA

BSFA Award makes
Short Fictlon, which are all British or British-besed writers).

WORLD FANTASY AWARD WINNERS

As promised in the last issue, the full list of the World
Fantasy Award winners (s s follows:

J.G. BALLARD/MICHAEL. MOORCOCK MOVE TO COLLING

JG. Ballerd has been published by GOLLANCZ since they brought
out his first books, The Terminal Beach and The Drowned Worid
but Just before Christmas he took his next two books to COLLINS
for & reputed £200,000.

In the last issus of Matrix we reported that Malcolm
Edwards had to become an editorial director st
GRAFTON, sn imprint of COLLIN. Edwards hed edited Ballard's

taken to COLLING (where [t will presumsbly be edited by
Edwards) is the follow-up to Empire of the Sun Befors that,
however, Colline will be publishing a new collection of his
stories. The collection is due out in November to coincide with
Ballard's 60th birthday.
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Meanwhile, Micheel Moorcock, & falrly recent
prestigious acquisition by GOLLANCZ, who have Just published his
latest collection of storles and articles, Casadlanca hes also

followed Malcolm Edwards to GRAFTON. In fact Moorcock's
Elric novel, The of the Rosa was Edwerds's first
anncunced acquisition for GRAFTON. Moorcock hes also sold his
next two "Pyst" novels, Jerusalem Commends snd The Vangeance of
Rome, to CAPE.

What's more, Arthur C. Clarke, another long-standing
GOLLANCZ suthor has just hed his new collection published In
hardback by CENTURY HUTCHINSON

naw

JAIN BANKS MOVES TO MACDONALD

Ialn M. Banks will have his next sclence fiction novel, The Use
of Weapons, published by FUTURA in September 1990 in
harcback. They have also bought hardbeck snd beck rights
for his next meinstream novel, which will be published in 1991.
FUTLRA have previously published his novels in paperback,
but all his work up to now has been published in hardback by
MACMILLAN. It Is known, however, that Banks was growing
disenchanted with MACMILLAN. Recently his novel Canal Oreams
was printed on poorer quality peper then usual, so that,
although It Is longer than his first book, The Wasp Factory, it
actually appesrs much thinner. And the publishers also falled to
ovide coples of the book In time for a signing that hed been
arranged In Blrmingham. These problems hed thelr source in the
departure from MACMILLAN of the editor who had worked with
Banks on all his books. That editor Is now freelance, and will
be working with MACDONALD on Banks's books In future.

GWYNETH JONES MOVES TO GOLLANCZ

However, the movement is not all awsy from 2. Guynath
Jones, one of the most highly acclaimed of new British s itacs;
hes left UNWIN to teke her fourth SF novel to
rovel, uhich she fa still working on, hes the working title: n-
White Queen, *(s0 far ..
She hes also unpm-a the third novel in her Deymaker
series, which s under the nsme Ann Halam The new novel
is called Into the Silent Water and is due out from ORCHARD
BOOKS in Spring 1990. She describes the book as being “all about

magic rockets’
Guynath Jones

HORROR & FANTASY FEATURE IN 1989 BESTSELLERS

As ususl, the annual list of the 100 best selling paperbacks in

Britain during 1989 features a (ot of fantasy and horror, but

except for Ben Elton, science fiction s represented only by
Asimov.

11. The Long Derk Teatime of the Soul - Douglas Adams (which ls
curiously defined as humour rather than SF or fantasy)

12. Heunted - James Herbert

13. The Tommyknockers - Stephen King
20. Stark - Ben Elton

43. Batmen - Cralg Shaw Gardner

. Lightning - Desn R. Koontz

. 2081: Three - Arthur C. Clarke
King of the Murgos - David Eddings

. Wyrd Sisters - Terry Pratchett

. A Man Rides Through — Stephen Donaldson
. Gonclar -~ Nicholas Luard

. Sourcery - Terry Pratchett

. Ghostbusters Il - Ed. Naha

Cabal - Clive Barker

. Demon Lord of Karande - Devid Eddings

. Transformation - Whitley Strieber

The Coming of the King - Nikolai Tolstoy
. The Mask - Dean R. Koontz

AVARDS

The 1989 Awards for fant went to Unhicom
lumnln Michael Bldq: for Best Novel, and The Return of the
Christopher Tolkien (Ed) for Best Scholarship.

The Prometheus Award from the Libertsrien Futurist Soclety hes
gone to Moon of lce - Brad Lineweaver.

The Prometheus Hall of Fame Award went to Alangside
Night - L Nell Schulman.

The 1989 Rhysling Awards for postry have been smnounced: The
Best Long Posm is & tie between "In the Darkened Hours" by
Bruce Boston and "Winter Solstice, Camelot Station® by John M.
Ford, curicusly this posm by Ford also won the World Fantasy
Avard as Best Short Fictlon, which must be some sort of first
The Best Short Poem was “Salinity" by Robert Frazier.

The winners of the 1989 Casper Awards from the Canadisn
Sclence Fiction and Fantasy Associstion have been announced:

BEST NOVEL IN ENGLISH: Mona Lisa Overdrive - William Gibson
BEST SHORT FICTION IN ENGLISH: "Slesping in a Box" — Candas Jane

Dorsey
BEST WORK IN ENGLISH (OTHERY Gerry Truscott Editor,
Porceplc/Tesseract Books

BEST NOVEL IN Temps Mort - Charles Mont-Petit

BEST SHORT FICTION IN FRENCH: *Survie sur Mars® - Josl

Champet ler
BEST WORK IN FRENCH (OTHER): Luc Pomerlesu Solaris 77-81

FAN ACHIEVEMENT (ORGANISATIONAL): Paul Valcour

FAN ACHIEVEMENT (FANZINE): Micheel Skeet MLR

FAN ACHIEVEMENT (OTHER): Robert Runté NCF Guide to Canadian
Science Fiction and Fandom

Other SF awards from Canada sre the Prix Boréal.

The 1989
winners were:
BEST NOVEL IN FRENCH: Les Gelules Utoplques - Guy Boucherd
BEST SHORT FICTION IN FRENGH: "Gelshe Blues" - Michel Martin
BEST WORK (CRITICAL): "L'Horreur Ang - Luc Pomerlesu

The annusl swards from the Academy of Sclence Fiction, Fantasy
and Horror Films have been announced. The long list of winners
is as follows:

BEST SF FILM: Allen Mlm

BEST ACTRESS: Catherine Hicks Ohildsplay
BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR: Robert Loggla Big
BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS: Sylvia Sydney Beetlejuice

JUVENILE PERFORMANCE: Fred Vice Versa
BEST TV ACTOR: Patrick Stewart Star Trek: The Next Generation
BEST TV ACTRESS: Linda Hamliton Besuty and the Besst
BEST DIRECTION: Robert Zemekis Who Framed Roger Rabbit
WRITING: Gary Anne Splelberg Big
SEST MEBIC Ohelatopher Young Hellbound: Hellraiser 2
BEST COSTUME: Barbara Lane Willow
BEST MAKE UP: Ve Nelll, Steve Laporte, Robert Short Beetlejuice
BEST SPECIAL EFFECTS: George Gibbs, ILM, Ken Ralston, Richard
Willlams Who Framed Roger Rabbit

Luwuvrlmuu-w-m-tmm
relaunched for another yesr. The quarterly winners receive cash
prizes of 3650 for 1at place, 8350 for second place and $250
for third place, and there is also sn annual Grand Prize of
$2,500. The winning stories will also be published in the annual
anthology.

The contest is Internstional, but there have been several
winners snd finalists from the UK, including a schoolboy from
Scotland. The judges Include lh,- Zelazny, Frederik Pohl, Robert
Sliverberg and Remsey Campbell.

Entrents must not have professionally published more then
three short stories or one novelette (defined es & story with
an upper Limit of 17,000 words).

For more information sbout the Contest, send s stamped,
addressed envelope to: L. Ron Hubbard's Writers of the Futare
Contest, 78 Holmethorpe Avenue, Redhlll, Surrey RH1 2NL.

Terry Pratchett's Truckers was apparently voted 'best In class"
snd "best overall" by the panel of children judging the Smartles
Awerd. Unfortunately the adult panel overruled them on both
counts.
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Fear magazine has launched its own snnual awards, voted for by
the readers of the magazine. Thers will be two awards of &
trophy and an unspecified sum of money, one for the best story
by an unknown writer in the magazine, and one for the best
story by a known writer.

America's Turner Brosdcasting System has announced the biggest
ever prize for science fiction. The Turmer Tomorrow Award hes &
first prize of $500,000, and there sre four "merit prizes® of
350,000 each.

The award is for a novel of between 50,000-100,000 words
that has not been previously published (or even, apparently,
submitted to a publisher). The novel must be set in the near
future (1991-2021) and depict a practlcal, positive solution to
some world problem that ensures the survival and prosperity of
all life on the planet. The winner will be guarsnteed hardback
publication of the book (presumably by the newly created Turner
Publishing, Inc.) and will receive all due royalties on the book,
though the author is apparently required to surrender all other
rights.

contest will be run by
President of VIKING PENGUIN, and Michaal Vice President
of TURNER PUBLISHING. The judges will Include lan & Batty
Ballantine, Ray Bracbury, Peter Matthiessen, Willlam Styron and
Wallace

Contestants must be 21 or over and entries must be
received by 20 November 1990. The winner will be smnounced on
20 May 1991.

For complete rules and an official entry form, contact:
The Turner Tomorrow Awards, One ONN Center, Box 105346, Atlanta,
GA 30329, USA.

Another award for an unpublished novel is Andre Norton's
Gryphon Award The award (s for an unpublished fantasy novel
(not SF or horror) by a woman writer who has had no more then
two fantasy novels or several short stories published. The award
is a trophy, $500, and consideration for publication. Deadline
for submissions is the end of July 1990, and entries should be
sent to Andre Norton, 1600 Spruce Avenue, Winter Park, FL 32789,

The first winner of the ha. Grypben funcd, Changing Fote by
Elisabeth Waters, will be published by DA

PECRLE

Freds Warrington begins the New Year with her flrst harcback
novel, The Rainbow Gete published by NEL. Her fifth book,

the first one outside the sequence
Silver, the new novel is spparently

childhood experiences growing up around Forest in
Lelcestershire.
The changes In eastern Europe sre apparently opening up & new

market for British SF writers. But they seem to have a strange
set of priorities. Robart Holdstock hes been offered $1,000 for
one of his pseudonymous horror novels in Poland, but only $300
for his BSFA Award winning Mythago Wood And Garry Kilworth hes
also been offered more for his novellsation of the
fiim Highlander than for any of his other novels.

Kim Newmen has sold two new novels, Bed Dresms and Jaga to
SIMON & SCHUSTER LK.

Stephen Jones is to edit a non—fiction collection, Jumes Herbert:
By Horror Heunted for HODDER.

Joseph Nesvadbe, the Czech S writer and critic, ls visiting this
country in February.

Peter Straub, latest World Fantasy Award winner, s to visit
Britain in the eerly part of this ysar to promote his new novel
Mystery, which is belng published by GRAFTON In Februsry.

Joe Dever, creator of the Lone Wolf game books, has turned them
into & series of PhoneQuest adventures, The of Doom
which can be played by phoning 0898 555 525.

Ursula K. LeGuln has announced that she has finished writing

|
|

|
|
|
|

Salman Rushdle has been told by his publishers, PENGUIN, that
there will be no edition of The Satanic Verses while
there is a risk to PENGUIN staff. Rushdle believes that the
publishers are under a contractusl obligation to bring out the
book.

Meanwhile, as British police are considering Prisacticnn
sgainst ‘some Musiim lesders provoking violence in
Rushdie affair, there (s a rather tasteless offer in an Anaricon
rare books catal from Barry Lavin. He s offering one of the
English first editions of The Satanic Verses pert of a numbered
set of 12 bound in Morocco leather with gilt lettering, printed
on vellum antique laid paper, signed by Rushdle, and with &
tippad-in autograph by tha Ayatollsh Khomelnl It s priced at
$6,750.

CBITIARES

Ben Barzman, the scresnwriter of The Boy with the Green Hair,
£l Cid and The Biue Max among others, and the suthor of the
sclence flction novel Echo X (also known ss Qut of this Worid
snd Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star) which'tells of a twin Earth,
and which won the Sclence Fiction Book of the Month Award when
It was published in 1940, has dled, aged 78.

CC. Back, the comic book srtist who created Captain Marvel, died
on 22 November 1989, aged 79.

Carlos Bernal, the Spanish writer and publ who wes
responsible for introducing the work of Latln American magical
realists to Europe during the 1940s and 1970s, died on 12
December 1989, aged 61.

Ava Gerdner, Hollywood actress, dled on 25 Januery 1990, aged
68. Durlng her years as a star and a sex symbol she was a
natural choice to play the Venus In the musical comedy
One Touch of Venus (1948), and had a similarly supernatursl
rola as Pandora in Pandors and the Flying Dutchmen (1951).

Margaret Gordon, children's book lllustrator who did the original
illustrations for The Wombles, as well as for books such as The
Green Children with Kevin Crossley-Holland, died on 31 Decemoer
1989, aged 50.

Arthur Kernedy, the film actor who tended to specialise in
supporting roles, and who starred in The Mumanoid towsrds the
end of his carser, died on 5 January 1990, aged 75.

Slivana Mangano, the [tallan actress who begen her career in
Bitter Rice (1948), and went on to appesr in the flim of Dune
dled on 16 December 1989, aged 59.

Jean Palve, the horror novalist, died on 13 November 1989, aged
45. Her first novel, The Lilith Factor, was published during 1989
and s currently lesding the list of nominatlons for the Best
First Novel In the Bram Stoker Awards. Her second novel, The
Fortean Gamble, wes completed shortly before her desth.

Jumes Reyrolds, the publisher who first sew Arthur C. Clarke
into print Just after the Second World Wer, disd on 21 November
1989, aged 76.

Sir Miches! Maxwell Scott, 13th baronet, former assistant
literary editor of the Dally Telegraph, and sclence fictlon buff,

dled on 4 December 1989, aged 8.

FABER & FABER, the former publisher of Brian Aldiss, and current
publisher of Clarke Award winner George Turner, has staged a
t buy-out to ensure that the publisher remains

ANTHOLOGIES & COLLECTIONS

A new book by Michesl Moorcock Is always sn event, snd his
latest, Cassblanca (GOLLANCZ) Is a collection of short stor

Teharu: The Last Book of s after The and non-fiction pleces. The fiction consists of: “The Frozen
Farthest Shore, the final part of the original trilogy, was Cardinal", "Hanging the Fool”, "The Murderer's Song", ‘Mars”, “The
published. Last Call, "Gold Diggers of 1977" (a revised version of his

—_—
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1980 novells The Great Rock ‘n' Roll Swindle), and "Cassblanca™
(the only story not to have been published elsewhere).
The non-flction contains pleces on Peake, Harlan

Covering
Reslity”, “Anti-Parsornel
Pornography”.

Another major British writer with a new collection out is Arthur

whose new book, Tales Fram Planet Eerth LEGEND) is a
collection of stories dating from 1949 to the present. Each with
an introduction by the suthor, they are, in chronological order:
“"Wall of Darkness” (1949), “The Road to the Sea" (1950),

Capabllity”, and

Dewn® (1951), Other Tiger", “If | Forget Thee, Oh Earth
“The Parasite" (1953), "Publicity Campaign* (1956), "The Nex
Tenants”, “The Man Who Ploughed the Sea" (1957), “The Deep

Range
€1961), "The Cruel Sky", "Maelstrom 11

(1958), “Hate, "Saturn Rising", "Death and the Senator"
'On Golden Seas" (1987).

THE ORKNEY PRESS (s not a publisher normally noted for Its
sclence fiction, but here they are with Starfleld edited by
Duncan Lunen, & collection of new and reprinted science fiction
storles by Scottish writers (including winners and runners-up
from the snnual Glasgow Heraid SF short story competition). The
reprints are ‘The Rig" — Chris “what Oresms May Come" -
Angus McAllister; “The Particle Poems", -rr- Hoone of ipiter” &
“The Dowser" (poams) - Edwin Morgan "Venjinss" (poem) - alburt
plethora; “The Crank that Made the Revotutionn & “ihe Cause of
some Recent Changes” - Alasdair Gray, "A Continuing Experiment”
- Jenice Gallowsy, “Busmen's Holiday’ - Loulse Turner; "Spaced
Out” - David Crooks & “The Square Fells” - Duncan Lunen. The
other stories are: "Mr Loom Projects” - David John Lee; “Whet
Kind of Lesson?* ~ Maomi Mitchison; “Dr iffer” — Elsie WK
Donalc “The Price of their Toys* - Williem King 'Sig Fives" -
Richard Hammersley, ‘For Some Dark " - Donald Malcolm &
"Xing of England | Will Die - Archie Roy.

Francis Lyall (s continuing in what seems to be an effort to
collect oy stecy by Clifford D. Simek. The latest volume to
The Autumn Land and Other

emer les (MANDARIN), contains
"Rule 18% (1938), “Courtesy" (1951), “Contraption” (1953),
"Jackpot” (1956), "The Gleaners" (1960) and "The Autumn Land"
as7n,

Morion Zimmer Bradiey also hes a retrospective collection out,
The Best of Marion Zimmer Bradiey (OFBIT), edited by Martin H.
Greenberg. Origlnally published by DAW in the US in 1988, It
contains 15 storles arranged In chronological order (though
there seems a curious gep between 1962 and 1976). The storles
s "Contsurus Changeling” (1954), "The Climbing Wave" (1955),
Tomorrou® (1955), 'Death Between the Stars” (1956),
'Blrﬂ of Prey" (1957), *The Wind Pecple” (1959), "The uu
(1960), “Treason of the Blood" (1962), "The the
Butterflles* (1974), "Hero's Moon" (1976), “The Engine" 977y
“The Secret of the Blue Star" (1979), "To Keep the Oath* (1979),
“Elbow Room" (1980), and *Blood will Tell* (1980).

NEW & FORTHOOMING BOOKS

DECEMBER 1989-FEBRUARY 1990
Brian ALDISS Forgotten Life owomu pok, £3.99) Reprint
eaou.\c:. 1968) of mainstresm nove!

MOERSON Tou Zero (VGSF cu-n: 38, pok, £3.50) Reprint
(soumcx. 1971
Poul & Karen ANDERSON The Dog and the Wolf (GRAFTON, pbk, £4.50)
Ist UK ech of Vol 4 of The King of Ys.
David ERITTON & Kris GUDIO Romance of Lord Horror and
Jessie Motthews (SAVOY, pbk, £1.25) 1st edn o et part of new
grephic novel, Hard Core Horror.
Peter BROOKESMITH Ed. Out of this Worid (MACDONALD, hbk, £18.95,
£12.95 until 31 March) st edn in | vol of material previously
published as the partwork The Unexplained.
Mortin CAIDIN Beamriders AN, pok, £3.99) 1st UK edn of hi-tech
SF novel.
Ramsay CAMPEELL Ancient Imeges (EGEND, pbk, £3.50) Reprint
ncmtury. 1989) of horror novel about a horror flim.

L. CHALKER The Labyrinth of Dreams OEL, pbk, £3.50) 1st UK

.an of 6.0.0. Inc No.1.

C.L GERRYH Rimrunners OEL, hbk, £12.95, pbk, £7.95) st UK edn
of new SF novel; The Paladin (MANDARIN, pbk, £3.99) Ist UK edn
of fentasy novel; Hunter of Worids (MANDARIN, pbk, £3.50) Reprint
Futura, 1980) of novel sbout allens and vengeance.
Arthur C. QAR Tales from Planet Esrth QEGEND, hbk, £12.95)
18t e of new collection of stories.
Matt COSTELLO Revolt on Majipoor (ORBIT, pbk, £3.50) Ist UK edn
of gamebook based on Robert Siiverberg's Majipoor novels.
Brian DALEY Jinx on & Terran Inheritance (GRAFTON, pbk, £599)
Tt UK edn of 2nd Alacrity Fitzhugh & Hobart Floyt adventur
David EIDINGS The Diamond Throne (GRAFTON, pbk, £7.99) n.pfr.m
(Grafton, 1989) of Book 1 of The Elenium.
Phyllls EISDSTEIN Sorcerer’s Son (GRAFTON, hbk, pbk,
£7.95) 18t LK ech of fantasy novel.

C. FLINT Isle of Destiny GANTAM, pbk, £3.99) 1st UK edn
of "A Novel of Ancient Ireland".
Robert FORWARD The Owl (\EL, pbk, £3.50) Ist UK edn of thriller
with horror overtones.
Alen Deen FOSTER Flinx In Flux OEL, pbk, £3.99) 1st K edn of
new novel about the a..ucun from The Tar-Alym Krang.
Staphen GALLAGER Rein ONEL, hok, £12.95, pbk, £7.95) 1st edn of
new novel which the lu(mr describes as "weird suspense".
Martin H. Ed. The Best of Marion Zimmer Bradiey
(ORBIT, pbk, £3.99) Ist UK edn of new anthology.
Patrick HARPR Mercurius: The Marriage of Heaven end Eerth
MACMILLAN, hbk, £12.95) 1st edn of novel Involving modern day
alchemy and quest for the PMIo-opﬁor s Stone.
Frank HERBERT & BILL RANSOM The Ascension Factor (ORBIT, pbk,
£3.99) Reprint (Gollancz, 1988) of final part of The Pandora
Trilogy.
Stephen F. HIOMAN The Lemurlan Stone (FONTANA, pbk, £3.50) Ist
UK edn of debut fantasy novel.

£12.95,

Robert Wood (GRAFTON, pbk, £3.50) Reprint
(Gollancz, 1984) of World Fantasy Award & BSFA Award winning
novel; Lavondyss (GRAFTON, pbk, £3.99) Reprint (Gollancz, 1988)
of BSFA Award winning sequel to Mythago Wood.
Christopher Crestwood Heights GEADLINE, pbk, £4.50) Reprint
(Simon & Schuster, 1989) of horror novel.

Jor R LANEDALE The Drive-in OL, pbk, £2.99)
urben horror novel.

Stephen LAWHEAD Empyrion (LION, pbk, £4.99) Reprint Lion, 1986)
of S novel previously published in 2 volumes, The Search for
Fierra and The Siege of Dome.

Megan LINDHOLM The Reindeer People (NWIN, pbk, £3.50) Reprint
ﬂ.lndn‘ 1989) ef novel set in prehistoric times.

LOVEGT & August The Lurker st the Threshold

pbk, £3.50) Reprint (Arkhem House, 1945) of
Lovecraft's horror novel completed after his desth by Derleth.
Brian LUIMEY Ship of Dreams INE, pbk, £2.99) Ist UK edn of
sequel to Hero of Dreams, Lovecraftian fentasy.
Duncen LLNAN Ed. Starield (ORKNEY PRESS, hbk, £10.95) Ist edn of
collection of SF by Scottish writers, complete with a cover by
Sydney Jordan.
Anne

st K edn of

Dragonsdawn mal. pbk, £3.99) Reprint ®antam,
1989) of prequel to the Pern nove
Mike McQUAY Memories OEAMJPE pl( £3.99) 1st K edn of time
travel novel.
Michael MOORCOCK Cassblanca (GOLLANCZ,
new collection of stories and articles.
Steve PERRY Conan the Defiant (ORBIT, pbk, £3.50) Ist UK edn of
the 31st Conan book.
Kim Stanley ROBINSON Escape from Kathmanct (UNWIN, hbk, £12.95)
Ist K edn of new novel, constituent parts of which hve
praviousiy eppssred in [ssac Asinov's S Megezine

1 ROSENBERG Aot for Glory GRAFTON, pbk, £3.50) 1st K edn of
ncnl sbout interstellar mercenaries.
Robert SILVEREERG fo the Earth VO Classic 40, pbk,
£3.50) Reprint (Gollancz, 1977) of S novel
ClifTord SMAK The Autum Land and Othar. Stories MANDARIN, pbk,
£3.50) 1st LK edn of collection of stories.
John SPENCER Ferspectives M£l2957|s(w.¢|51
“A radical exsmination of the alien abduction
Nancy SPRINGER Gocbond (ORBIT, pbk, £3.50)
part of The Ses King trilogy.
Brisn STABLEFORD Inveders from the Centre OEL, pbk, £2.99) Ist
o of sequel to Journey to the Cantra.
Peter Mystery (GRAFTON, hok,

, hbk, £13.95) 1st edn of

st UK edn of 3rd

£13.95) 1st X edn of
n-,-un theiller.

Brad STRIGAAND Aul's Guest (HEADLINE, pbk, £3.50) Ist UK edn of
sequel to Moon Dreams.
Whitley STRIEBER Majestic G4ACDONALD, hbk, £12.95) Ist UK edn of
novel about UFOs by someone who has written about meeting
them.
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Rob SWIGART Portal (GRAFTON, pbk, £3.99) Ist UK edn of novel
based on "the smash-hit computer mystery-game".

Bernard TAYLOR The Moorstone Sickness (GRAFTON, pok,
Reprint (Platkus, 1982) of horror novel.

Keith TAYLOR The First Long Ship CHEADLINE, pbk, £3.50) lst UK
edn of Bard II.

Roger TAYLOR The Waking of Orthlund (HEADLINE, pbk, £3.99) st
edn of latest in The Chronicles of Hawklan.

Thomes TRYON The Night of the Moonbow (HODOER, hbk, £13.95) m
UC edn of novel of evil set in a boys camp.Jack VANCE The Gre,
Prince (VGSF, pbk, £3.50) Ist UK edn of 1974 novel.

Vernor VINGE Tatja Grimm's World (PAN, pbk, £3.99) 1st UK edn of
novel which was Ist published as Grimm's World in 1949, but now
has the 1986 novelette "The Barbarian Princess” added as &
prologue; The Witling (PAN, pbk, £3.99) st UK edn of noval fst
published in 1976 in the USA.

£3.50)

Freds WARRINGTON The Rainbow Gate O\EL, hbk, £13.95) fst edn of

new fantasy novel apparently based on Warrington's own
childhood experiences in Lelcestershire.
lan WATSON Miracle Visitors (VGSF Classics 39, £3.50)

ok,
Reprint (Gollancz, 1978) of novel about allen contact.
Kate WILELM The Dark Door (GOLLANCZ, hbk, £13.95) 1st UK edn of
new novel putting characters from her crime novels Into a
sclence fiction story.
TM. WRIGHT A Manhattan Ghost Story (GOLLANCZ, pbk, £3.99) lst
UK edn of harror novel.

MEDIA
Three new releases from VESTRON VIDEO this February:
Deathstalker 11I: The Warriors from Hell; s@ and Shock
treatment.

SPRING BOOKS

Now is the time of year when all the publishers start to bring
out their catalogues for the fl of 1990, so It's an
ideal opportunity to see what we'll be reading over the next
few months.

CAPE don't normally impinge much on the SF or Fantasy fleld, but
it will almost certainly be worth watchin in April for Sameth
Leather the first new novel in years from Alasdalr Gray. An
erotic fantasy, it s being described by CAPE as comparable to
The Canterbury Tales, though other commentators seem to have
found it closer to pornography.

Highlight of the GOLLANCZ non-fiction List is the paperback
publication of Arthur C. Clarke's “Science Fictional
Autoblography", Astounding Days, which comes out in

As for their SF and Fantasy list, it starts In January
with Kate Wilhelws The Dark Door In which Charlle Meiklejohn
and Constance Leldl, the husband and wife Investigators In her
recent crime novels, The Hamlet Trap and Smart House bacome
involved In a science fiction mystery.

In March there's jia Ltd by Frederik Pohl in which
performers from Earth, a primitive world off-limits to the more
sophisticated civilizations of the galaxy, are kidnepped for
tours of distant worlds.

March also sees the British publication of Ursula K.
LeGuin's latest collection of stories, Buffalo Gais and Other
Animal with illustrations by Margaret Chodos. The
title story has already won the Hugo and World Fantasy Awards.

| brings the fourth volume in the Collected Storles
of Phillp K. Dick, The Days of Perky Pat. This volume covers the
years 1954 to 1963, and Includes the original storles which
went on to Inspire novels like The Fenultimate Truth and The
Three Stigmata of Paimer Eldritch

Another April publication is Summertime by Charles
Shefflald, set 4,000 years In the futurs when the galexy is
widely populated by humans and a variety of intelilgent allens,
but is dominated by the venished race known as the Builders.

Also in April the revitalised Bill the Galactic Hero
resppears In BIll, the Galactic Hero an the Planet of Bottled

written, of course, by Harry Harrison, this time in
collaboration with Robert Shackley. This story begins when BILL
inadvertently volunteers for a sulcide mission, and includes sn
sppenrance by Coptaln Dirk of the Starship "Gumptlon'
are two interesting children's books m Aprit,
Fmthﬂvllh High a collection of four SF stories by Stephen
Bowkett, and A Year and a Day, a Caltic fantasy and pr.mnl to
the award-winning Wise Child by Monlca Furlong.

Three more collaborations follow (n May. The blgg-t
seller is likely to be Nightfall In which lsaac Asimov
Robert Siiverberg expand Asimov's original, classic short ltury
into & novel. But that might be challenged in sales ﬂguru by
Terry Pratchett, here collaborating with Neil Galman Good
Omens which Is subtitled “The Nice and Accur o Predictions of
Agnes Nutter". It concerns the efforts of fe on angel Crowley
and Azirsphale who ls still a member of the heavenly host to
avert the consequences when the Antichrist is born.

The third collaboration for May is The Difference Engine
by Willlam Gibson snd Bruce Sterling, In which cyberpunk meets
steampunk. It's set In London In 1855, when the Industrial
Revolution Is super-charged by the invention of steam-driven

cybernetic “englnes”, which cause the Information Age to dawn &
century early.

ne s a month for sequels. Douglas HILL follows up The
Fraxilly Fracas with The Colloghi Conspiracy, in which his hero,
Del Curb, comes into possession of an antique suspended—
animation pod containing @ 21st-century astronaut. While Bob
Shaw comes up with Orbitsville returning to one of
his greatest creations to follow it Into the alternate universe
where it ended up at the close of Orbitsvilie Departura

Also in June s Greg Bear's new novel, Quean of Angels
set in 2047 the eve of the Binary Millenium (in binary
notation 2047 is 11111111111 while 2048 is mooooooooooy with

les, city robot
exploration of & dead clvilization on ancther world, and &
murder mystery.

June Is also the month for Lying Together by DM. Thomas,
the conclusion to his Russian Nights sequence that begsn with
Ararat, Swallow, Sphinx and Summit, and which has distinctive
fantesy elements. And for children there's a new collection of

supernatural and fantastic storles from Joan Alken, A Fit of
Shivers.
Finally, In July, there's Wulfsyarn by Phillip Mann, In

which the most advanced spaceship ever built crashes on an
unknown world and only Jon Wilberfoss survives, then an
enormous alien appears.

Meanwhile, VGSF paperbacks come up with Mirscle Visitors - lan
Vatson, The Grey Prince - Jack Vence snd Downward to the earth
- Robert Silverberg in January.

February doesn't appear to exist, but in March there's
Hothouse - Brisn Aldiss, Clone - Richard Cowper, Red Planet -
Robert Heinlein, To the Land of the Living - Robert Silverberg,
Bill, the Galactic Haro - Harry Harrison ond Berserker Base an
extrsordinary collaborative novel by Sytephen R. Donaldson, Larry
Niven, Fred Saberhegen, Poul Andarson, Edward Comnle
Willis and Roger Zelazny (I can't wait to see how that
collection of disparate talents come up with anything coherent!).

April brings us Tangents - Greg Bear, Imago, Xanogenesis
111 - Octavia Butler and Martian Time-Siip - Phillp K. Dick.

In May there's Tides of Light - Gregory Benford, The
Bicentennlal Men - lssac Asimov and A Romance of the Equator,
Best Fantssy Storles - Brian Aldiss.

June offers both The Fraxilly Fracas & The Colloghl

- Dougles HIlL as well as The Kindly Ones - Mellssa

Finally In July there's Farmer in the Sty - Robert
heinlein, The Embedding - lan Watson and The Uitimste Enemy -
Fred Saberhagen.

At the seme time GOLLANCZ's new line of Horror paperbacks is
getting off the ground properly. The line up for the first part
of the year is: A Manhattan Ghost Story - TM. Wright (anuary),
The Fi = Harry Adam Knight (March), The Weiting Room - T.M.
Wright (pril), Shatter - John Farris (Jne) and Dark Visions -
Stephan King, Dan Simmons & George RR. Martin (Mily).

GRAFTON's List leads off with Mystery by Pster Straub, a
political thriller by the World Fantasy Award winning suthor of
Koka Also In February is Sorcersr’s San by Phyllis Eisenstein
which tells the tale of Cray, the son of a sorceress, who sats
out on 8 iest to find his father. And ther the trade
peperback edition of David Eddings's 7he Diamond Throne Book

m———
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One of his latest series, The Elenium.

Fantasy is clearly the key to the GRAFTON List, because in
March they publish Shadowfane by Janny Wurts, the third and
concluding part of her Cycle of Fire sequence which started with

ormwarden and Keeper of the Keys. In April comes The Knight
and Knave of Swords by Fritz Leiber, the latest volume In the
adventures of Fafhrd and the Gray Mouser. This book contains a
short story, a novelette, a novella and a complete novel. Then,
for May, there's Dragonspell: The Southern Sea by Kastharine Kerr,
the fourth and final volume in her Deverry sequence which
consists of Daggerspell, Darkspell and Dawnspell.

AFTON are also responsible for what looks like being
one of the major events in horror fiction in the near future.
The Dark Descent ls a massive, three-volume collection of nearly
40 storles which cover the entire history of horror fiction from
Poe, LeFanu, Hawthorne and Onions to Disch, Ellison and Wolfe.
The book Is edited by David G. Hartwell, and the first volume,
The Colour of Evil comes out In June. The
volumes, The Mecusa Shieid snd A Fabulous, Formless Darkness
are scheduled for 1991.

Which doesn't leave much in the way of sclence fiction on
the GRAFTON list, though it may be worth noting Weatherspy by
Phillp Kerrigan In May, a thriller about “a computer system that
could change the course of the entire world". in March
there's Asimov's Chronology of Sclence and Discovery, by lssac
Asimov, of course, which catalogues *four million years of human
sclentific discovery".

HEINEMANN s another publisher which usually hes Little to do
with Fantasy, though their Spring list does include On Raven's
Wing by Morgan Liywelyn, s retelling of the Ulster cY:u of
stories sbout Cuchulain and the Red Branch, which is in
March. In the same month they publish The Reluctant pevit by
Mironda Seymour, described as a Cautionary Tale about what
hsppens when the devil's most Incompetent assis falls i
love with o besutiful girl on his lest visit to earth and
decides to change sides. In non-fiction, HEINEMANN are bringing
out The Stuff of the Lhiverse by John Gribbin & Martin Rees in
January.

MACDONALD haven't sent & catalogue so far, but they have
provided a complete list of LD hardbacks to be published
during 1990. They are: Ang.l Station - Walter Jon Williams

ebruary), The Scians Shannera - Terry Brooks (April),
:rmn-m-ﬁ-ym.p Ey-or:m Worid - Robert Jordan
(uly), The Use of Weapons - lain M. Banks (September) and A

Canticle for Lelbowitz — -mf M. Miller J ®MNovember). In
sddition the new novel from David Brin, Earth will be the lead
title in MACDONALD's main list in June.

The big relsunch from PAN Is kicking off in April, when they
will start to publish hardbacks es well as paperbacks, each with
a distinctive new logo as PAN SF, PAN FANTASY and PAN HORROR.
The titles being published to mark the launch in April are: The
Barsoom Project by Larry Niven & Steven Barnes which ls set in
a futuristic dream park, and which will be published in
hardcover and simultaneous trade peperback. Star Scrofl by
Rawn in hardback and trade paperback is the sequel to
her bestselling fantasy Dragon Prince which will be republished
In paperback at the same time. Derk Volces: The Best from the

Pan Book of Horror Stories edited by Stephen Jones & Clarence
Paget will be in hardback end paperback, and promises stories by
Robert Aickman, Brian Aldiss, Clive Barker, Robert Bloch, Ray
bradbury, Ramsey Campbell, David Case, Basil Cooper, David
Cronenberg, Stanley Ellin, Dennis Etchison, Stephen Gallagher,
Charles L. grant, Harry Harrison, James herbert, Robert Holdstock,
Shaun Hutson, Stephen King, George Langelsan, John Lennon,
Grahem Masterton, Robert R. McCammon, lan McEwan, Alan Rysn,
Peter Straub and F. Peul Wilson. There are also two original
paperbacks, First Flight by Chrls Claremont is the first space
opera by the writer of the X-Men comics; and Jason Cosmo by Den
McGlrt Is described as & "fantasy spoof set in a world where
magic works in the most mysterious of ways".

Other books coming from PAN during the course of the
r include The City, Nbt Long After by Pat Murphy which will
L coming out in hardback and paperback in the summer; and Eric
Brown's first collection of short stories, The Time-Lapsed Man
and Other Stories which s scheduled for July.

PAN are less specific about when other new books on their
list are due to appesr, but they. are promising: Caliban & three-
novel exploration of Asimov's Three Laws of Robol ics by Barry B.

Summer is Joan D. Vinge's long-awaited sequel to
The Snow Gueen, and PAN will also be publishing TN sthar beka
by her, Psion and Catspsw. There's The Night Man the latest
horror navel from KM. Jeter, and & chiller called Born Burning
by Thomas Sullivan.

As well as Eric Brown, other new writers seem to be
making a decent showing on the List. There's a debut dark
fantasy from snother British writer, Graham Joyce, Dreamsick
and a fantasy called The Steerswoman from

Other titles on the List Include
DeLint, Empire of fesr from Brian Stableford md Spock's World
by Diane Duane.

As ever, JRR. Tolkien remains the mainstay of the UNWIN list.
No hardbacks (n this period, but there are two peperback
reissues: The Return of the Shadow, The History of Middle—£arth
Volume 6, The History of The Lord of the Rings Part One edited
by Christopher Tolklen comes out In June, preceeded in March by
The Letters of JRR. Tolkien edited by Humphrey Carpenter. Oh,
and the Tolkien Calender 1991, this time illustrated by John
Howe, is avallable in August.

As to the rest of their list, they start the year on a
high note with Escape from Kathmandu by Kim Stanley Robinson in
January, a comic collation of the wtorlas such os Wother
Goddess of the World" which have been appearing in /ssac

version of space opers, Take Back Plenty which apparently ends
In a pyrotechnic showdown on Charon, the frigid moon of Pluto.
And there are two new fantasies in April: Dark Hand of Magic by
Barbara Hambly is a follow-up to The Ladies of Mandrigyn snd
The Witches of Wenshar; while Trolka by Loulse Cooper is & new
adventure In the Indigo saga.

There sre also paperback reissues for Hmter's Moon by
Gerry Kilworth (March), Terraplane by Womack GFebruary),
Vinter In Aphelion by Chris Dixon, The Reindser le & Wolf's
Brother by Megan Lindholm, and Forests of the Night a collection
of stories by Tanith Lee.

60 —CH00Md NV}
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COMPETITION
CORNER

By Roger Robinson
ANSWERS TO COMPETITION 85

I can oniy assume that too much Christmas good cheer kept most
of us from entering the last competitions. | would have thought
that SIXTY POUNDS (£60.00), kindly donated by & sponsors, would
have lured more than 8 of you to put pen to psper, and then
stamp to envelope.

The small (or should | ssy select) band of (avaricious?)
readers who did get round to entering seem to have enjoyed the
format, with different people finding problems with different
sections. If there is a little more enthusiasm shown, | might
try to arrange another sponsored multi-pert competition later in
the year. Please let ma know your thoughts on the matter.

Competition 8Sa - ‘What the
Publications

- sponsored by Beccon

The only way to use all 100 letters in 18 L-shaped pieces was
a5 follows, as most of you spotted:

Alien Alan Dean Foster
Anackire  Tanith Lee
Capitol Orson Scott Card
Caviar Theodore Sturgeon
Dure Frank Herbert
Jizzle John Wyndham
Kronk Edmund Cooper
Needle Hal Clement
Nonstop Brian Aldiss

orn Piers Anthony
Psion Joan Vinge
Protector Larry Niven

She Rider Haggerd
Syzygy Michael Coney/Fred Pohl
Triton Sanuel R Delany
valis Philip K Dick
Xeno D F Jones

Zenya EC Tubd

As there was more than | correct entry, a draw was made and
Marcus Rowland was the lucky winner of the £10 book token.

fenas
Competition 85b - Anagrams - sponsored by the Fantasy Inn

As | suspected, Lhe mere mention of Lafayette Ronald Hubbard
brings out the best (or should that be worst) in you. Stephen
Mulligan was the winner of this section with Hubbard epitomised
as 'Fear dealt by Blend Author”, while Dave Wood wondered "A
bard? That feared bully? Nol". David Mills suggest he was
"Earth-born: & fat dead bully”, while Peter Tennant questioned
his musical skill with " Daft Tune - Abhorred by All". Meanwhile
Caroline Mullan suggested that The Fantasy Inn “has a nifty
Tenn’, and David Mills' attention was caught by a cry of 'Hey!
Instant Fan

tesae
Competition 85c - Daisy Chains - sponsored by Orbit Books

This caused more problems than | thought it wouid with mowt
people resarting to a slight bending of the rules. Becsuse of
the difficulties encountered | turned a blind eye to this (or at
least put it down to crestivity). Caroline Mullan won with
turning MAN into WOMAN as below. This was one of the faw
thematic entries with the theme being described as “all short
stories, ail by Americans (except 2), all suthors beginning with
2 B Cexcept 1).

the MAN who collected POE
POEL in the hologram in the
middie of prime TIME

Robert Bloch
Ed Brysnt

TIME of PASSAGE 4 G Baliard

PASSAGE IN EARTH Damian Broder ick
EARTH MEN Ray Bradbury

MEN against the STARS HA-ley Wade Well-MAN
START won't hide MEN Ben Bova

MEtropolitan NIGHTMARE
NIGHTMARE no. THREE
THREE dresm WOMAN

Stephen Vincent Benet
Stephen Vincent Benet
Michael Bishop

The runner-up was Stephen Mulliga whose list of & films turned
Man into WOMEN. (Men in Outer Space, Monster, Monster
that Challenged the World, World, the Flesh and the Devil, Devil
girl from Mars, Mars needs Women).

treae

Competition 850 - SF and Other Bad Habits - sponsored by
Forbidden Planet Books

This was by far the trickiest section with only 2 fully correct
entries. Peter Temnent just beat Keith Marsiand out of the hat
after correctly identifying the authors as follows:

Ice Formation on Aircraft
TV Repair Techniques

Mrs Murphy's Underpants
Cities and Stones

Raymond F Jones
Hugo Gernsback
Fredric Brown
Brian W Aldiss

R A Lafferty Okla Hannali

David Langford War in 2080

Isasc Asimov Still  More  Lecherous
Limericks

Kim Stanley Robinson
Conan Doyle

The Novels of Philip K Dick
The Exploits of Brigadier
Gerard

The initial letters of the suthors' last names spell out J G
Ballard, as suggested in the competition instructions.

e

Competition 8Se - Grand Accumulator - jointly sponsored by
Kerosina and Morrigan Books

As explained in the blurb in Matrix BS, this was scored on the
overall placings in the four competitions, with 9 points for ist,
& for 2nd, then 4,3,2,1 for the minor placings. | had hoped that
someone who hed not won one of the other prizes would emerge
victorious but Caroline Mullan (19 points) narrowly defeated
Stephen Mulligan (17) and Pater Tennant (16).

ROLL OF HONOUR - COMPETITION 85

A - Beccon Publications
Winner (£10) Marcus Rowland
unner-up Peter Tennant
Third Keith Marsland
8 - The Fantasy Inn

Winner (£10) Stephen n..mg-\
Runner-up Dave W
Third David mu-

C - Orbit Books
Winner (£10) Caroline Mullen
Runner-up Stephen Mulligsn
Third David Mills

D - Forbidden Planet
Winner (£10) Peter Tennant
Runner-up Keith Marsiand
Third Caroline Mullan

€ - Kerosina & Morrigan

Winner (£20) Caroline Mullan
Runner-up Stephen Mulligen
Third Peter Tennant

A hearty thanks to ail our
it without you!

sponsors. We couldn't have done
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e

COMPETITION 86
‘From Bard to Verse"

While typing up the songs for the next filk book, "The Drunken

le Project”, | got the ides for this poetic competition. All
you have to do is to write, in verse, the plot synopsis of one
of the following.

The Dune Saga by Frank Herbert
The Dragon Books by Anne McCaffrey

The Stainless Steel Rat books by Harry Harrison

ALl the Tarzan books by Edgar Rice Burroughs

The complete Jarry Cornelius mythos by Mike Moorcock
The whole Dumarest legend by E C Tubb

In order to save me & lot of work in marking, you should Limit
yourselves to & maximum of & lines of poetry. As an example of

be achieved | will quote @ verse from ‘Contsta
Contabile" by Anthony Gilbert:

Morbius anbd Altaira were Living all alone,

With half & worid of generators just to light their home.
But when she loved a sailor, as the nice girls -mys do,
Daddy pushed the button and the whole caboodle blew.

After the Christmes bonenza, we revert to the ususl five pound
book token for the best entry received before March 15th 1990
st the ususl eddress: Roger Robinson, 75 Rossiyn Avenue, Harold
Wood, Essax, RM3 ORG

LOCAL FANOMENA
The Clubs Column

By Kelth Mitchell

We kick of this time around with news of & Midlands group that
wes only just too lste to include in the Matrix 85 column. len
Sales, whose neme mey recognise from the Matrix letters
column, wrote to tell me about the Coventry Polytechnic Science
Fiction Society.

It seems Lo be en unfortunate property of many University end
Folylechnic groups thal they do not know of the BSF/
PSFS's case their darkness was only enlightened when on
Joined. (This is somewhat ironic es | believe our very own Kev
Meveigh, If ot ectuatly instrumental In forming the group, is
certainly @ past if brief slumus of the society - MSP] Anyway,
they seem an sgreesble bunch welcome non-students,
provided, in lan's words, that " - that they can pul up with the
sverage student -“. Meelings are held in the Hend and Heart pub,
end happen every other Tuesdsy. When lan wrote, the next
mesting was on the 28th November, 8o | calculate the next sfter
you resd this should be on the 20th Februsry or 6th Merch,
though it's possible this is term-dependent.

Although there are groups in Birminghem end Leicester, | have
no information on any other groups in Coventry. If anyone knows
of (or is thinking of starting) one, then len would be ot lesst
os keen as | am to hear about (L. | also have news of enother
academic group in the Midlands eres - see below for detsils of
the Birmingham University S Group.

Next, nother chenge of venue in the ever-fickle world of pubs
to meet in - this time the Warrington group have moved. They

[ou peet. in the Albion, on Sattersby Lane. They are generally to
be found downsts in the ber, though mey be upstairs if
something is on. ALl uu... Getails remain the same as before.

I am rather keen and discerning when it
p oo oy drink. Given the fact that those SF groups
thet meet in Real Ale pubs seem to Quite like them, and that |

t & copy of The Good Beer Guide 1950 for Christmas, | though
it might be & good time to switch into Beer Bore mode, and do &
small survey of local group venues.

Well, out of the 30-0dd pubs | have on file | only mansged to
find five that the Campaign for Real Ale considered worthy of
mention. Either this reflects on unfussy SF fans or over-fussy
real ale drinkers. | em sure I've hesrd S fans say good things
sbout the beer in @ few venues which are not included, but then
1 guess everyone has their own views on these matters snyway.

Top of the list sppears to be The Ribs of Beef, which the
Norwich Group meets in. Th n- r up to 11 beers, including such
delightfully named and
The pub's other main Tastices,
own boat moorings.

dreught Real Cider and its

Next best-off group appears to be the Chester group, who
delight in five verieties of Marston's brews at The Olde Custom
House Inn. FORTH's own Malt Shovel Too appears to be a close
third, where we have ® constantly changing selection of aboul
five beers. Other pubs worthy of mention ere the Hull group's Ye
Old White Hart, and the Golden Ball in York, aithough | have no
information on sny group continuing to meel there.

Even if you hate beer, one of the nice vuv.wes of Resi Ale
pubs is thet they generally provide o tmosphere to
meet in. One thing the Good Beer Guide tells you o pubs is
whether they are quiet, and if they have a juke tos. Given the
experience of quite & few groups, this could well be useful
information if you are looking for & new venue.

As | said above, | suspect there are room for
dissgreement in this information, 80 if you've nothing much
heppening in your group to tell me sbout at the moment, why not
rectify things and tell me sbout the place where it meets? How
do the locals react to does your pub heve sny lnu!.slmg
festures o history, and ere there better places to

pubs anyway? I'd been keen to hear about it, or for that mcum,
8y more run-of--the-mill group news.

My thanks to Mergeret Tout for her update on the Warrington
Group and to Martin Tudor for other information that eppears
below.

Univ/College + Birmingham

Group : BUSFG

Last Updste : Oct 89

Meets st See Students' Union for information

Contect : David Weke, 160 Beaumont Road,
Bournville, Birminghem, B30 INY

Town Canterbury

Last Update Nov 89

Mests on 1st Tuesday

Meets st East Station Snooker

Contect : Lawrence 47 Forrester Close,
Canterbury, CT1 1DZ. Tel: 0227-458509

Univ/Coliege : Coventry Polytechnic

Group : CPSFS

Last Update : Nov 89

Meets on : Alternsture Tues

Mests at : Hand and Heart, Gosford Street

Contact : lan Sales, Lynden House, 5 Spencer R,
Coventry, CVS 6PA

Town + Warrington

Group: : WALDO

Last Updste : Jan 90

Meets on i 15t & 3rd Thurdsay, &

Meets at : The Albion, Battersby Lane

Contact : Henry Newton, 41 The Rook, Helsby, Cheslire

WA 9AS. Tel 09282-4576
: Mergaret Tout, 2 Rosebank, Lymm. Tel: 0925-
754463
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MEDIA REVIEWS

STAR TREK V: THE FINAL FRONTIER - Directed by William Shatner.
Reviewed by John Peters

Once again the cast have been forced to go through the Jane
Fonda Workout tape for gerlatric actors, Shatner's rug has been
shaken out of the mothballs and the Enterprise has had the once
over by Mr Sheen - yes, dear Earthlings, Star Trek is back! And
it has to be said that the new management hasn't cocked it up
as much as rumours had suggested. Shatner may not have Nimoy's
sure touch, but he carries the story (what there s of (t)
forward with a certain panache, creating what may be the first
Three Stooges in Outer Space movie! While our intrepld heroes
cavort sround Yosemite Park louking for their youth, Spock's
half-brother is tripping out on Nimbus 11l - the so-called
Planet of Peace, but in reality Arrakis' twin. Getting bored with
sand between his synapses, he hijacks the Enterprise and goes
to the centre of the galaxy in search of God. While the plot
descends into facile banality, the dialogue is sharp and tailored
to the cast's longevity of character. There are few surprises
but a lot of laughs - many not intended, I'm sure - along the
way. Not & classic, but also not the bomb that was expected.

CREATLRES OF FANTASY - Museum of the Moving Image, October
1989-April 1990.

Reviewed by Paul Kincaid

I think the image | remember most of ail was the battling
skeletons from ason and the Argonsuts. | must haw
11 or 12 when | saw the film, and | was aiready sophisticatedly
sware that the crestures were not moving in & completely
natural manner, that the movements of the human actors and the
models didn't alwsys match the way they should. Yet the
skeletons, springing from the ground and advencing with sword
in bony grasp upon the hero, have remained vividly in my mind
ever since. | have, on the whole, avoided monster movies, | find
them more risible then dramatic, but | can still picture those
skeletons .

That's it, of course. The journey slong those dark, narrow

on film from the Puppetoons he created with
George Pal in 1940 to the beasts from Greek mythology in Clash

of the Titans in 1981; but he remains indelibly connected with
childhood. It's that sense of wonder, as a kid, when you first
saw the Beast from 20,000 Fathoms, or the Selenites from First
Men in the Moon or the prehistoric monsters of One Million
Years B, or six-armed Kall from The Golden Voyage of Sinbed If
you've ever been to the movies, then at some point in this
exhibition you're going to:atop In front of  still or & display
case and think "Yes, | remember that

It starts aimost before you enter. A massive screen shows
the monstrous head of Medusa transforming into the giant :ub
from Mysterious Istand into ... well, into a whole serl
familiar images from the 14 films he's been involved in sm:-
Mighty Joe Young in 1949, 16 flims, it doesn't seem a lot, and
I've seen only a small proportion of them, but somehow those
films contain & whole lot of the most lasting images from my
cinems-going career.

The exhibition is arranged chronologically. It begins with
an odd juxtsposition: 8 case of fairy-tale characters from his
nam— Goose Stories of the late 1940s looks out onto King Kong
ing a minuscule Empire State Building. But then, King Kong,
imeted by the grest Willis O'Brien, wes the inspiration behind
Harryhausen's whole career; and fairy-tale characters
demonstrate that right from the start his characters hed an odd
appeal to them no matter how terrible they were

And facing King Kong also is Mighty Joe Young,
Harryhsusen's first major feature which he worked on in
collaboratlon with Willis O'Brien. From that point on there are
large stills from each of his films, accompanied by informative
text that's & model of its kind. At every turn, snd there are a
lot of them, video screens displsy an endless loop of scenes
that sre inescapsbly memorsble. And always there are the display
cases, and the models themselves. The same cresture in different

sizes, fighting skeletons stripped even of their bones to
display their working parts, animals so accurately presented

you'd swear it was the real thing. There's even one case
demonstrating how the monster was filmed before a back-
projection of the live-action film.

It's strange, | don't llke monster films, I've seen very
few of them in my life, yet | recognised so much of what was
presented here. And | was feeling oddly nostalgic when | left.

THE ABYSS - Directed by James Cameron.
Reviewed by John Paters

Like all films "drownlng” in hype, The Abyss doesn't live up to
our force-fed expectations. After the surprising success of
Aliens, James Cameron became “hot" and could virtually make any
film he wanted to. This is it, and the well-publicised gestation
period has done it no favours. The only “soggy-SF" film to be
released over here, The Abyss marries Aliens-type adventure
with the sensibilities of Close Encounters Unfortunately,
Cameron opted for spectacular action snd sfx rather than

credible character development, leaving the cast to wade through
an cliched script. The underwater scenes, equipment,
and actlon are faultless, but only technically - they mesn
nothing if the story doesn't convince. And It doesn't; for many
ressons, but one will suffice here - the anti-communist stance
of the armed forces is as ocutdated as they were a yesr sgo in
Rembo I1], and drsg the film down into the banal. Surely the
mining operation and discovery of the sliens was interesting
enough. In fact, the aliens are wasted, used only to help the
human survivors escape - who were they, why were they based

t happened to convince them that helping was
the right option for them? The Abyss raised more questions than
answers, and made for irritating watching.

DEAD CALM - Directed by Phillip Noyce
Reviewed by John Peters

Not soggy SF, but s soggy 'Psycho st sea" thriller that stays
flrmly above surfece level for excitement. Produced by George
Miller of Mad Max fame, it stars Sam Neil ss ® sailor taking his
wife on a voyage of recuperstion after losing their son in an
accident. Somewhere in the Pacific they find & arifting schooner
and one survivor. He tells them a (oad of porkies and steals the
yacht and wife when nell rows over to check on his story. From
then on the flim becomes a frantlc ch Nell tries to use
the schooner (which Is slowly sinking) to resch his wife.
Basically a three-hander - Nicole Kidman as the wife and Billy
Zane as the psycho - there are some quite Intense moments of
tension and others where it becomes too slack to keep you
belleving in the story: the number of times Kidmen passes a gun
locker unsupervised, for one. Looking eerily like Sigourney
Weaver, Kidmen fights back with everything - including her body
- as she tries to gain control of her yacht snd save her
husband. This is no classic, but very entertaining and
uses the Pacific Ocean to great effect. Well worth seeing.

WARLOCK - Medusa Home Video, Director Steve Miner
Reviewed by Lynne Bisphem

In 17th Century New England & Warlock (Milisn Sands), condemned
m amn for “trafficking with the devil", escapes by travelling
hundred yesrs into the future, hotly pursued by
witenfinder Giles Redferne (Richard E. Grant). Once in the 20th
Century, Redferne attempts to track down and kill the Warlock,
Jolning forces with & girl named Kassandra (Lorl Singer) on
whom the Warlock, having murdered her flatmate in a particularly
hos put o spell of aging. The Warlock,
meanwhile, is searching for the scattered parts of the Grand
Grimoire which will give him the mesns to destroy all creation.
ite & shaky plot, some swkward special effects (the
Warlock flying) and an appalling performance by Lorl Singer as
cringe-making zany heroine, the film remains very watchable.
Actors of the calibre of Sends and Grant, and touches of
folklore, such as witches turning milk sour, with its echoes of
the past, make it easier for the sudience to suspend disbelief
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and ignore the plot's inadequacies - why s [t that the police
in horror films are so totally Ineffective? Admittedly, the
humour of Redferne's startled reaction to such 20th Century

as cars snd sercplanes Is not exactly original, being
simost obligatory for filmatic time-travellers, but Richard E.
Grant's acting ebility Is such that eny clichés in the
presentation of rerne easily overlooked, while Jullen
Sends's portraysl of the Warlock es unremittingly evil is
entirely convincing and des genulnely chilling
moments. A flim worth hiring desplte its meny flaws.

YOUNS EINSTEIN - Directed by Yahoo Serious.
Reviewed by John Peters

Australia is known for its eccentric herces - Deme Edns Eversge,
Les Patterson, Paul Hogan and Skippy, to neme Just a few. That
list hes just been extended to Include & curly-halred dipstick
called Yshoo Serlous. He wrots, produced and directed Y
Einstein one of this unnlest, and probsbly daftest,
movies. A highly fictional sccount of Albert Einstein, we see
Bert discover how to crack the beer atom snd discover nuclear
energy - lager being an acceptsble form of atomic waste. He
then comes up with theorles on gravity, time, electrical
instruments, Rock 'n' Roll, the electric guiter and surfbosrding.
Oh, and somewhers along the way E=mct makes its presence felt.
The most surprising thing is that desplte this being Serious's
first commerclal fiim, the debut is such an assured one. In many
ways Young Einstein rivals snything coming out of Hollywood at
the moment and of regurgitsting old favourites ad
seum, we have both a new herc, Albert Einstein, snd & new
talent, Yahoo Serlous, that should be watched closely. |
the most incredible surprise of all s that twisting history
until It squirms could be such fun. If you like Python/Young
Ones/Red Dwarf et al, then this ls certainly for you. One of the
warmest-hearted flims to come along in ages, It deserves to
succeed on Its charm and humour. | wouldn't give & YOX for
snything else!

BATMAN - Directed by Tim Burton; Starring Micheel Keston and
Jack Nicholson

Reviewed by Jon Wallace

Batman means different things to different pecple. To comic fens
Batman is 8 dark, brooding figure fighting crime with
combination of deductive reasoning and brute force; to TV fans
Batman is & camp figure, using silly gadgets to battle criminals
equally as camp as himself. TV Batmen fans will be disappointed
by this film. Michael Keaton is not Adem West!

This movie is weli~fiimed, the effects are beautifully and
bellevably realised, Gotham City Is a wonderfully gothic creation
of twisty streets, towering bulldings end sultably dark slleys.
The perfect setting for the Batman crested by the fiim-makers.
The strength of this film Is In the resi-ness of the cheracters.
1 said that Micheel Keaton's Batmen is not Adam West's Batman,
but neither (s he the Batmen of the comics. In the same way,
Jack Nicholson's Joker Is not Ceesar Romero's Joker. The TV

bit impractical for modern crime-fighting. The movie Batman with
his body armour and range of rope throwers, looks as though he
sctusily could fight crime cut on the streets. And win. The
Joke

sverage criminal, but warped by @ terrible accident and out for
vengence. Realist Super-Her

So why doesn't it quite come off? Basically they seem to
have spent so much time and effort on the sets, the characters,
the thechnology that they plumb forgot the plot. The film plods
along, slowed terribly by the romentic interludes, and with only
s few set pleces whose dash and vigour showed what the film
could have been If it had only tried a bit harder.

ERIC THE VIKING - Directed by Terry Jones.
Reviewed by John Paters

It's a shame that Eric came out in the same year as Terry
Glllism's Munchausen eplc, for they share many similarities in
their portrayal of myth and will be compared unfairly against
each other. Eric it should be sdded, s a very funny film and

its humour is brosder then Muncheuser’s. The similerities come
in the way humour is used to send up myths end the people who
inhabit them. In some weys, both films could have been written
and produced by the same tesm - which goes to show how much
talent the original Monty Python cest shared Some of the
funnlest (and siiliest) moments come when Terry Jones, dressed
in wig and nightie, sppears ms the king of Hy-Brasil. Equally
-mv Is the North Ses Dragon - so huge It couldn't fit the

screen. the script Is very funny, and has no bad
l-\gulgu, which hes to be applauded these days. While john
Cleese s the baddle, he s on screen for only & short
time, as are Mickey Rooney and Eartha Kitt - while all three
cameo roles sre well-scted, surely they didn't deserve the top
bllling over the rest of the cast who hed much more substantisl
roles - and got very wet in the process?

BAGK TO THE FUTUREZ, directed by Robert Zemeckis
TBUSTERS 2, directed by Iven
THE HIDOEN directed by Jack Sholder

Reviewed by Jon Moran

1 won't go into the plot of Back to the Future 2 for two
ressons. One is thet to do so, 1'd have to write & good few
hundred words spelling out the comple tangles involved here;
the other is thet revesling the plot would spoil this film more
than ususl, becsuse plot is virtuslly its whole substance. There
is no cheracter development: in fact the characters heve skt
enough time to exist st script
considerable length of time just explaining the whys and hoe
of the protagonists’ actions

Suffice it to say thal this sequel involves o heck of a lot of
to-ing and fro-ing in time, time paradoxes, ti es, cardboard
villains, snd & whole strong of superb specisl effects backing
up & run of superb sction sequences. In this respect, and in the
darker, moodier tone, the film is not unlike the y other
blockbuster, Batman

Ghostbusters 2 isn't worth more than s paragraph. It rehashes
the first film with better jokes snd effects, but il's not &
's & remake, which is even more questionable.

The problem with these films is that although they're enjoysble,
both sre made the formuls, using lots of noise and
colour to mask a tolal lack of originality.

A much better bel is The Hidden (n which sn slien with &
penchant for fast cars, rock music and psychopalhic violence
escapes to Earth from its home planet, Altair, and proceeds Lo
leave 8 Lrail of havoc across the USA. Its method of travel is
Lo teke possession of & human body until it's no longer of use,
and then move on to snother. On its Lrail are Gallagher of the
FBI (kyle McLachian) and police detective Beck Oticheel Nour )

Although The Hidden's main theme is very similer to Stepher
Gallagher's novel, Valley of Lights, there are plenty of
differences. For instance, wheress Valley is siower-paced ond
more atmospheric, The Hidden is brasher and more energetic, and
seeks no sympathy for its bad guy. The film also has & stronger

partner. The Hidden is sharp, stylish and not o
sequel. Well worth o rental.
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MEMBERS' NOTICEBOARD

Advertising in the Member's Noticeboard is to ail members
of the BSFA. It is also possible to heve a repest advert should
you S0 require. You are welcome to advertise short wants lists,
items for sale, requests for information, penfriends, anything
which seems reasonable, bul the editor doss reserve the right
o refuse any advertisement ads should be sent to Jenny
Glover, 16 Aviary Place, Armiey, Leeds, LS12 2N

" o GENERAL ® @

Can you spare a little time to help with collating? Help the
S5FA by coming to mailing sessions every once in a while.
Mailing tskes place every two months at the Stats Department
Annexe at Reading Universily, under the segis of Keith Fresmen.
we can promise tea or coffes, lunch plus an extra month on your
subscription for giving a hand each day. It's good fun (honest),
you get to meet other BSFA members, including Committee
members, and most importantly, you are making a most valuable
contribution to the smooth running of the British Science
Fiction Association.

Keith Fre

See there? Contact eeman more  information
e bciiayt g gr phone 0734 uutzx

® 8 FOR SALE # &

THE TRANSATLANTIC HEARING AID by Dave Langford. A report of
Dove's Lrip to the J8th wWorldcon in Boston in 1980, ss TAFF
wirmer. A must for any fan of his writing, and the ideal
introduction for anyone unfamiliar with Dave's fannish

Available for £2.25 (2 to TAFF, 25p for poslag.) from
Dave Langford, 74 London Road, Reading, Barkshir.

Joseph Nicholas is selling off part of his peperback science
fiction collection and hes produced a list which is availsble
from S Frinton Road, Stamford Hill, London, NIS &N for a
stanped address envelcpe.

® 4 WANTED # &

Wanted! [n-depth analyses and reviews of Heinlein's Stranger in
a Strange Land, Brunner's Stand on Zanzibar, Clarke's The City
and the Stars, Aldiss’ Bova's Colony or
other novels with similar 9 of Overspace
magazine. Contact: Sean R F , 177 Challymead,
Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 8LH. Also: lots and lots of fiction and
poetry wanted!

Has anyone got copies of Starblazer comic nos. 204 and 205.
Also hardback copy of H Harrison's Return to £den | am willing
to play good prices.

Contact: W2 P T Kentish, Pathology Labaratory, Sritish
Military Hospital, Hong Kong,

* % MISCELLANEOUS # o

FRIENDS OF FOUNDATION are looking into setting up a charitable
Trust to support their work on bshalf of the educational
Science Fiction Foundation. Is there a BSFA member who would be
willing to help us with legal aanc- on lwﬂu:mng and
negotiating with the Charities 8 can help,
please contact FOF Co-ordinator Rob Meades at 75 Hechom Close,
London E17 SQT, phone 01 239 1369 thome).

e
Would anyone with a spare copy of Butterfly Planet by Philip E
High please contact Maureen Porter, 40 Bournemouth Road,
Folkestone, Kent, CT19 SAZ

Would the University of Kent student at Darwin College who
contacted Maureen Porter before Christmas, = Pisese write agein ~
I've lost your letter and can't r you are. Contact 60
Bournemouth Roed, Folkestons, Kent, e SAZ. Please don't

contact me Uvolgh the university as I'm not on campus very
often at the moment.

Peul Kincaid and Maureen Porter have a large number of unbound,
uncorrected proofs of American peperbacks published by Avon,
which are taking up far too much space in the workroom.
Consequently, we are offering them for sale in a postal auction,
all proceeds to be donated to Friends of Foundation.

Bids for each title, on postcards or sesled envelopes plesse,
should reach 40 Bournemouth Road, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 SAZ by
the next deadline, and the highest bidder in each case will be
contacted. Pleass note that bidders will be expected to pay
postage in addition to the bid. Page proofs are generally buiky
items. Postage is noted in brackets after each title, but

tage for two titles will be charged at a flat rate of £2.85,
three at £3.10 and four or more at £3.30. Don't be deterred by
feeling you must make a huge bid (though cbviously, the more
= bid. the more we can donate to Friends of Foundation) as

the only person who wants the title anyway. Any

{ities lart unsold wil oa sant. for recycling.
FANTASY

Lynn ABBEY Conquest (Unicorn & Dragon #2) (£2.30)
Donald AAMODT A Name to Conjure With (£1.10) 2 copies
Piers ANTHONY The Man from Mundan Xanth novel) (£2.30)
Sharon BAKER Burning Tears of Sassurum (£1.10)
Tom 0EITZ The Gryphon King (£1.85)

William R FORSTCHEN & Greg MORRISON
he Crystal Werriors (£1.85)

Esther M FRIESNER
The Water King'S Daugher (£1.85)

Diana WINE JONES
A Tale of Time City ((£1.15)

Adrienne MARTINE-BARNES
The Rainbow Sword (95p)

Susan SHWARTZ Arabesques (£1.10)
Arsbesques 2 (£1.85) 2 copies
L Neil SMITH Taflak Lysandra (95p)

Paul Edwin ZIMMER & Jon DEQLES
Blood of the Colyn Muir (£1.10)

SCIENCE FICTION

Damien BRODERICK
Striped Holes (£1.85)

Martin H GREENBERG ed.
The Diplomacy Guild (Asimov's Universe #1)
€1.10)

Char les PLATT Freezone (95p)
Maelstrom (Venus Prime #2) (£2.30)

Hide and Seek (Venus Prime #3) (£2.30) 2
copies

Medusa Encounter (Venus Prime #4) (£2.30)

Paul PREUSS

George H SCITHERS & Darrell SCHWEITZER
Tales From the Spaceport Bar (£2.30.
Another Round st the Spaceport Bar m 153
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Tim SULLIVAN Destiny's End (£1.15)

The Parasite War (95p)
HORROR

John Peyton COOKE
The Lake (95p) 2 copies

Dean KOONTZ ed.
Tropical Chills (£1.85)

David Vanmeter SMITH
Trinity Grove (£1.10)

T e

MICHAEL MOORCOCK BIBLIOGRAPHY The definitied and euthorized
version is now in production. help required from all MM
collectors in tracking down missing details. If you would like
to help, write to John Davey, 12 Penshurst Avenue, Sidcup, Kent,
DATS 9EY, England for further information.

R

John Brunner has for disposal a pile of fmz (sll English
language) 18" high, incl. BSFA mailings, which deserve o belter

than recycling with old Guardians First offer of £5 to
cover pap secures. Square House, Palmer Street, South Petherton,
TAI3 S

R

Analog - New science fiction/fantasy magazine aimed largely al
writers invites submission of unpublished manuscripts witl Shes
o 65 Abbott Crescent, Kempston, Beds MK42 7GJ. Analog will be
bimonthly initially end will comprise, spart from original
stories, detailed constructive comments and criticism from
resders on previous offerings. The editorial slant will be as
wide as possible - the main intention will be to provide useful
exposure for those wishing Lo break into this field. Costings -
£1.50 per issue. Annual subscription £8,50. Cheques/POs to § V
Copestake.

R

“"Will the BSFA member who asked for information on the Irish
SF. suthor who writes in Geelic, plesse contact Tommy Ferguson
/o 76 University Avenue, Belfest BT7, NI. Tommy hes an
exclusive interview with the author which might be of interest
and also & number of other articles and essays by the author
which, like most of his work, have not been widely availsble.
Anyore else interested in Conor Na Braienenn's work can contect
Tommy at the above address, tel: 0504 54457 sl weekends.

THE BROWN
CROWN

Information Service

By Phil Nichols

A quiet few weeks for the Information Service. Few new
questions have come my way, but the enswers to some long
outstanding questions have turned up. Those who have beer
waiting six months or more () for & full snswer may have to
wait no longer!

There are two little ppoints I'd like to clear up asbout the Info
Service. Firstly, it is pr\.m-rny & postal service. This is why |

mber here or in letters. Having said that,
if you're desperate (gl your question immediately
(and by desperate, | mean that your life, career or financial
survival depend on il), you can always get me by phone. |
prefer, however, to keep the service a postal one. There are two
good reasons for this. First, | can keep track of my expenses
more easily. Second, | can answer Questions at leisure, without
the questioner breathing down my neck for an answer.

The second point is for those people who write, sometimes
nervously, sometimes apologetically, that they're not sure if I'm
really the person they should be writing to. Well, quite s few
of the letlers | receive can perhsps be better answered by
other officers of the BSFA, and where necessary, | will forward
letters to the sppropriate person. But I see my job as & kind of
clearing house for information. | mey not have the answer
myself, but | usually know & aicmen, oo Sosk. 6 fear not, 1
will happily receive ary question related to SF or the BSFA.

And now onto my grand plan for 1990. It's become clesr to me
(as | mentioned last issue) that there sre quite a few people

there looking for the same informelion. Often it's
information that has prevmusly appeared in one of the BSFA
magazines, bul (and is the problem) before they were
members. So this year | hape to produce & series of information
sheets on useful lopics. | don't know how many sheets, and |
don't know exactly which topics; we'll have to see how much
interest there is.

The All-Points Bulletin should also continue during the coming
ear, summarising whatever questions | have in my 'to be
answered' file. At the moment, though, the number of new
questions having dried up over the holidey period. it looks Like
there won't be & new APB for & litlle while. Keep an eye on
Matrix for further information.

Finally, & reminder that he Information Service awaits your
questions and would dearly love more people to voluntes: to
provide useful information and answers. Oh, and & remincer Lo
those who have already volunteered: please let me know if you
chenge your address. | may not have called for your assistance
yet, but I'll need you one day, end I'd hate for you not to be
there!

ALl questions, offers of help, etc. to the usual address, please:
Phil Nichols, 19 Kendsl Avenue, Copnor, Portsmouth, Hants PO3 SAx
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THE PERIODIC
TABLE

Convention News
Compiled by Maureen Porter

Wilf James believes that he has come up with a way of combining
a cheap holiday in Holland with attending Confiction and has a
liust of hotels, pensions, youth hostels, B88 places and
campsites which offer lower prices than those offered in the

i t you contact him
at 106 Jarden, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 2NZ. 0862 677287. The
sddress of the Netherlends Tourist Office is 25-28 Buckingham
Gate, London, SWIE 6LD, tel: 01 630 0451

PicoCon turns out to be in March this year, March 3rd to ba
precise, and guests include Bob . Dave Langford and Or
Patrick Collins, who reached the last six in the Project Juno
selection process. Cost is £5 and the peson Lo contact is Simon
Bradshaw of the Science Fiction Sonlly. at imperial College
Union, Prince Consort Road, London SW7.

The annusl Prisaner/Six of One convention will, as usual, be
held at Portmeirion over Lhe weekend of August 31-September 3.
ALl cutdoor events are free although there is a smail hotel toll
for non-residents, but all indoor events will be open to Six of
One members only. See listings for further details.

Steve Glover, John Richards and Mike Cheater have decided that
the most appropriate way Lo celebrate their thirtieth birthdays
would be a re and have duly organised one to take place
at The Chequers Hotel at Newbury over the weekend of 9-11th
March, 1990. On offer is drink m-uum. silly games,

£5 and twin or
double roams (sorry, all single rooms 9@.1 are £22.50,
presumably per person. If you are interested, and please beer in
mind that a relaxacon is not like a more formally organised can,
and it probably heips to know some of the other people going,
please send your cheque, mede paysble to J Richards to 59 North
End Avenue, Portsmouth, Hants.

Early July sees Unicon 11 - Uniconze - which goes back to
Cambridge this year, and back to New Hall, the college
tly purpose-built as a D&D dungeon. Guests include
Barrington Bayley, who has recently seen the republication of a
of his novels, lan Watson, the ubiquiluous Dave Langford,
Lionel Fanthorpe and artist Bill Sanderson. More details in the
tisting.

Convention Roundup
Compiled by Maureen Porter

Plesse enclose an sae when writing for information, and plesse
mention the BSFA. Most cons run on a tight budget and an SAE is
always sppreciated. If you are running & convention or know of
one which I've missed, please send information to the editorial

sddress. Entries should ideslly

ALl listings are free,
convention has taken place. Entries are correct, to the bast of
my knowledge, but the BSFA cannot take responsibility for any
inaccuracies.

1990 Conventlons
LUCON-tinued - February, Leeds University Union. Guest:

24
Michaat. Stott Rohars Hesbargahp (20 attandlog, /¥ spportiog:
Contact: lan Creasey, 20 Meadow View, Leeds, L

PICOCON - 3 March. Imperial College, London. One day convention
crganised by the Imperial College Science Fiction Soclety. Guests
include Bob Shaw, Dave Langford, Dr Patrick Collins. Contact:
Simon Bradshaw, SF Society, Imperial College Union, Imperial
College, Prince Consort rosd, London SW7 .

MICROCON 10 - 3-4 March 1990, Exeter University. Contact: Nick
Rolfe, & Victoria Street, Exeter, Devon, EX4 6.0. Small university

convention, often with more guests than .uem.es. but great tun
and worth attending if you're in U

30 CON - 9-11 March 1990, Chequers Hotel, Newbury. To celebrate
the thirtieth birthdays of Steve Glover, John Richards and Mike
Cheater. Membership is S, cheques made payabie to J Richards.
Contact: 59 North End Avenue, Portsmouth, Hants.

EASTOON - 1990 British SF Convention/Eastercon, 13-16 April,
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool; Guests; lain Banks, Ken Campbell, Nigel
Kneale, Membership: Attending £25, supporting
£12. Contact: 15 Maldon Close, Camberwell, London, SES 800. Note
change of venue.

ELYDORE - April 14-15, 1990. Shepperton Moat House, Shepperton.
Guests: Terry Pralchett, Anne McCaffrey, Neil Gaiman. Membership.
£25, £13 for one day. Contact: Mrs Bougourd, High Hopes, la
Vrangue, St Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands.

SPACE CITY - 28-29 April, 1990. Chester, Abbot's Well Hotel
Membership £28 full weekend, £15 for one day. Contect: Sue
Christian, 14 The Carters, Copy Ferm, Netherton, Merseyside, L30
70w, Blakes 7 convention.

CORFLU 7 - New York City. Attending n-no-rsmp £22, Supporting
membership £5. Contact: Judith Hanna & Joseph Nicholas, Sa
Frinton Rosd, Stamford Hill, London NIS .sm (Cheques paysble to
t Corflul. A small, intimate, high-fannish
get-toghether for those people interested in fanzines.

INCLINATION - 25-28 May 1990, Chequers Hotel, Newtury.
Membership: £8.00 attending, £5 supporting. Contact: Linda-Clare
Toal, 11 Oakfield Avenue, Kelvinbridge, Glasgow G12 8. Smail,
highly participatory con, especially intended as an interface
ween Lhe newcomers and the hardened con-goers. Sounds fun.
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FANDERSON 90 - 26-27 May, 1990 Mount Royal Hotel, Merble Arch,
London. Guests: tbe. Membership: sttending £25 (£22 to Fenderson
members), supporting £12, Contact: Barbara Heywood, 50 Albion
Road, London, N16 9PH. For fans of Gerry Anderson programmes.

ORONOGLASM - 22-24 June, 1990, Pennine Hotel, Derby. Guest:
Mary Gentle. Membership attending £8, supporting £3. Contact:
Neil Curry, 23 Pesrtree Rd, Enfield, Middx, ENI 30G. Another of
the new breed of small regional conventions, following on from
the chaotic but enjoyable Iconoclasm in Leeds this year.

UNICONZE _ Unicon 11. 3-5th July, 1990, New Hall, Cambri
ington Bayley, len Watson, Dave Langford, Lionel
son. Membership: £9.50 attending, £6.00

supporting, £3.50 conversion end £1.00 discount for pre-
supporters. Contact: Uniconze, Clare College, Cambridge, C82 1TYL

CONANCTION - 27-29 July, 1990 New Hall, Camori
sttending £12, supporting 5.
Cambridge, GBI ing
rpg.historical enactment and PBM gaming. This con is apparently
being run in a tradit S convention style rather than the
standard "one-dey cattle market', and | quote.

CONFABULATION - 27-30 July 1990. Greenmount College, Antrim.
Guests include Jomes White, Mike Price (cryonicist), Hugh
Mascetti. Membership: £6.00 sttending, £4.00 supporting. Contect:
The Manse, 2 Newtownards Rd, Greyabbey, BT22 200, NI.

CONFICTION - Tht 48th Worldcon; 23-27 Mguﬁt 1990, The Hegue,
Holland; Gues! Joe Ha ldeman /wWo L f¢ Jeschke/Harry
et Lenihatins: Gaion ~Yorbro  fndouw  Rorters Registration:
Attending £40, Supporting £16, Children £9 (if they will be
under 14 in 1990 Contact: Colin Fine, 28 Abbey Rd, Cambridge,
CBS 8HG. These rates sre until the end of the yesr.

NICON V - August/September 1990, Queens University, Belfast.
Guests: lsn McDonald, James White, others tba. Membership £5
attending, £2 supporting. Cheques made paysble to ‘Gueens
University, Belfast". Contact: Nicon V, c/o 78 University Avenue,
Beifast, BT7. A smaller, more relaxed convention than NICON IV.

CONDIEGO - 30 August-3 September 1990. 1990 NASFIC, held when
the Worldcon is out of the USA. Marriot Hotel, San Diego. Guests

: PO Box 15771, Sen
Diego, CA 92115, USA

HOLODECX - 31 Auqust-3 September, 1990. Stakis Norfolk Gardens,

Bradford. Guest: Joe Haldemen. Membership; £25 attending, £12
supporting. Contact: PO Box 628, Bristol, BS99 1TZ. The 30th X
Ster Trek convention.

PORTMEIRICON 90 - 31 August-3 September, Portmeirion (‘The
Village"), North Wales. Anual Prisoner/Six of One

: 'Six of One, The Prisoner Apprecistion Society,
60, Harrogate, HG1 2TP, UK or PO Box 172, Hetfield, PA 19440,
USA.

NOVACON 20 - 26-28 October, 1990, Birmingham. Guest: Dr Jock
Cohen. Membership: £15. Contect: Bernie Evens, 7 Grove Avenue,
Acocks Green, Birmingham, B27 7UY. The amnual convention
organised on behalf of the Brum Group end getting belter sna
better es the years go by.

- 10-11 November, 1990. The Arts Centre, Plymouth
Guests include Anne McCaffrey, Adrisn Cole, Brisn Lumiey,
Sylvester McCoy and Sophie Aldred, subject to work. Membership
is £15 ettending, supporting £5 . Contact Armadacon II, 4
Glenesgle Avenue, Mannamesd, Plymouth, PL3 SHL
1991 CONVENT IONS

RECONNAISSANCE - 22-24 Februsry, 1991  Cardiff Park Hotel,
Cardiff. Membership: Attending £15, supporting £8. Contact; 5 St
Andrews Road, Carshalton, Surrey, SMS 20Y

SPECUATION - 29 March -1 April, 1991. Annual British National
Science Fiction Convention/Esstercon, Glasgow, Hospitalily Inn.
Guest: Robert Holdstock. Membership: £15 attending, £10
supporting Mut plesse check as these were set to aiter ot the
end of November). Contact: 35 Buller Road, London, Ni7 9BH.

MEXICON 4 - 24-27 May 1991, Harrogate. A convention for those
interested primerily in the written SF genre. Membersiip
attending £15, £13 to members of Mexicon 3. Contact: Greg
Pickersgill, 78 Lawrence Road, South Ealing, London WS.

GHICON V - 29 August-2 September 1991. The 45th World SF
Convention, to he held at the Hyatt Regency, Chicago. Guests: Hal
Clement, Richard Powers, Martin Harry Greenberg, Jon and Joni
Stope. Details from PO Box A3120, Chicego, ILL. 60690, USA.
Membership remsins es $75 Lhroughout 1989

SOUPQON - October/November 1991, Hotel de France, Jersey
Membership £15. Contact: 63 Drake Rosd, Chessington, Surrey.
Intended to be & small relaxacon in Jersey

The Small Press Column
By Dave W. Hughes

The New SF Alllance hes Jjust recently re-ordersd coples of
and Time, issues 76 and 77; Ellipsis, lssues 2 and 3, and
the process of doing the same with /ce River, lssues 4
and Edge Detector. Thers sre a few more titles the NSFA
to 0wl

they will require, but do keep
tisfied customers yet. Just
lease odd o second end/or - third

i

Si
g8

52

decressing, incressed
dramatically over the lest two or three months. FlickersnFrames
hes had @ print run incresse of over 100 per cent!

News has Just reached me of & magazine under the working title
of REM. u- golng to be s ‘professional S and Fentesy
magazine' and the editor, Arthur Straker, 'will pay roughly the

interzona The format he has chosen will

more detalls, submissions or whatever st 19 Sandringhem Road,
Willesden, London, NW2 SEP. Don't forget to say that you sew it
mentioned (n this column.

I don't know why, but with one thing and another, | have
scquired @ hebit of sometimes not mentioning the price of
certain magazines - especially those which ere sveilsble through

Scavengers Scrapbook, a magazine which provides fairly good
coversge of the American market, but forgot to mention the
prics. To meke amends, | though I'd give o coplate Uist of veat
is currently available from Works, and here's the surprise, I'll
List the prices toor

Dreem 21 - £1.75p; Back Brain Recluse - E1. 25 Light'n List ax
Listing magazine) - 50p; Flickers'n¥rames - £1.00; New Visions -
£1.25p The Scanner #7 - £1.50; Auguries 11 - £1.20p, Nerve
Gardens #1 - 75p; Nerve Gardens #2 - £1.00; The Edge #1 -
£1.30p; Works 2, 3 - £1.25p; Fifty—Fifty Infinity (fifty mini-
seges by Steve Sneyd - £1.70, Scavengers Scrapbook - £1.70p;
Etlipsis - £2.50; Spece and Time - £1.95p.

The mein resson for the comparativaly high price of Eu:p-u l-
that it isn't reslly a magezine. It's perfect bound which,
thoss of you who aren't too sure what that is, mesns that u-

book form, AS size end comes with over 80 pages of
besutifully presented end produced typesstting. Anything from
the list can be ordered from the Works sddress at the end of
the article.

The Scenner have lan Watson in their latest lssue, slongside
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Alan Garside. Devid Alexander and lain Layden. The cover on
issue sevan isn't their usual glossy one as the editor, Chris
James, wented to get the issue out rather than his subscribers
wait for his regular printers to move and set up on new
premises, which is a pretty considerste move by Chris, who
deserves a pat on the back for it.

Works has a competition in issue S, with resders being invited
to answer four relstively essy questions. The winner, to be
announced in issue 6, will receive & copy of Simon Clark's new
book of short stories, called Blood and Grit, with a special
inscription. is cue for publication

Goffin. The contributors to
Watson, Andy Derlington, Kevin Lyons
slongside several new There is also a four-page comic
strip by Kevin Cullen.

Have you ever tried Overspace? Damn fine magazine for SO pence,
ves, | did say 50 pence. It's A¢ format, and has 36 pages, a few
of which deal with The Avengers, giving the track record of
every show, including title and writer. Over: is worth the
money, just for that! Thers's also a double page word search
game that s so well presented that (t looks as though It's
come straight from a pro mag; and the besuty of it is that the

The second issue of The Edge has been delayed. | have been told
by Graham Evans that ‘- the ine should be delayed whenever
necessary in the interest of quality ..

Just received e magazine called Cosmorams #2. It mentions at

top of their cover: Science Fiction, Fantasy, Horror,
Strangeness, Comic Strips. | was very impressed by the mag, or
should | say comic? Whatever it should be called, | was

genuinely impressed by the artwork and the quality of the paper
they use. Maving said that, they cherge £1.30 for a magazine
that's A4, with a glossy cover and 52 pages which deserve to be
seen. Any comics fans out thers should give them a try; after
all, it's the small press version of 2000 AR If snyone is
interested, then you should contact King Rat Comics, 93
Sackville Gerdens, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 2AR.

Simon Clark and Des © F) Lewis are both to have stories
reprinted In The Year's Best Horror XVIII. It's good to see two
of Britain's small press writers making it into an American 'pro'
colalction. It's a that there isn't snything simitiar in
the LK.

Bafore | sign off, remember to send me any news regarding the
small press/independent publishing scene. If you are thinking of
sterting up & magazine, then drop me a line and I'll be glad to

topic is S euthors. f the stories aren't exactly Booker help.
prize winners, but what the hell, SO pence isn't much to gamble.
Available from i The Mill House, 177 Challymead, Dave 'W' Hughes, 12 Road,
Melksham, Wilts, SN12 8LH. Yorkshire.
l Frankenstein - Mary Shelley; 1984 - George Orwell; Brave New

WRITE BACK

As | said in the Editorial, there were few letters this time
sround but some interesting ones, nevertheless. Just to remind

snd future letters sbout Matrix and subjects raised
therein, should be sent to her at 16 Aviary place, Armley,
Leelds, LS12 2NP. But if you wish to write to me asbout BSFA
matters generally, do feel free. The naxt mailing deadline is
16th March 1990,

We start Off with that thorny matter of what
constitutes essentlal S reading.

Peter Tennant
9 Henry Cross Close, Shipdham, Thetford, Norfolk, IP25 7LQ

It was interesting in Matrix 85 to see various people's ideas of
what constitutes essential science fiction. resding the lists, |
was struck by a number of points; most obviously that, Like
yourself, | hadn't read ss widely In the qenre as I'd thought. No
mention was made of H G Wells or Jules Verna, 1984 or Brave
New World which amazed me for people outside sclence
fiction, these names are virtually synonymous with the genre, at
least as regerds (ts aspirations to be taken seriously as
literature. | wes also surprised at the amount of fantasy that
crept in. Much as | like Lord of the Rings and Something Wicked
This Way C 1 can't countenance thelr Inclusion on a list of
definitive science fiction.

Is the ides of & definitive list reslly practical? Everyone will
have his or her personal favourite, 8o by its very nature such a
List threstens to prove inexheustible. Even if we arrive st a
canon of say fifty books, this can only represent suggested
resding rather than any ‘you must have resd this or you're not
 science fiction fan' benchmark.

Anyway, meking lists is fun, whatever their eventual utility, so
Ul give it & shot.

What values should we look for in a list of essential science
fiction reading? It should show an appreciation of where the
genre has been and give an indication of where it may be going.
include books of historical significance and the
representative work of major writers within the field. It should
reflect the dominant themes and idess with which science fiction
has concerned itself. Well, that's the theory. Here, for what it's
worth, s the list itself.

World - Aldous Huxley; Dying Inside, A Time of Changes - Robert

The Lovers - Philip Jose Farmer; Childhood's End -
Arthur C Clarke; The Foundation Trilogy, | Robot - Isasc Asimov
The Men in the High Castle, A Scanner Derkly - Philip K Dick;
- H G wel

Robert Heinlein; Dune - Frank Herbert; Mission of Gravity - Hal
Clement; The Orowned World, High-Rise - J Ballard; The
Demolished Men, Tiger! Tiger! - Alfred Bester; Nova — Samuel R
Delany; The Left Hand of Darkness, The Di: -~ Ursula K
LeGuin; Dangerous Visions - Harlan Ellison, The Forever War -
Joe Haldeman; Fahrenheit 451 - Ray Bradbury; Man Plus - Frederik
Pohl; The Space Merchants - Frederik Pohl & C M Kornbluth; Camp
Concentration - Thomes M Disch; Ringworld - Larry Niven; Bug

Gibson; Pavane - Keith Roberts; The Best of Cordwainer Smith -
Cordwainer Smith; Bring the Jubiles - Ward Moore; 20,000 Leagues
Beneath the Sea - Jules Verne.

I've tried to be objective here, including quite a few books that
| don't Like and several | haven't actually read (usually becsuse
I've been put off an suthor by work I've aiready sampled. In
let me mention an English teacher who, although
od of Animai Farm and

and also slightly more
sympathetic towards Marxism than I'd probably be otherwise). If
I wes to draw up a list of personal favourites rather than
‘required reading' then only ten or 0 of these books would make
the grade. Do any other resders feel that this discrepancy
exists for them?

One of my problems is how best to deal with
something like 1984 or Brave New World which, to
my mind, is not science fiction in its purest form,
but satire or polemic which uses SF ss & metaphor.

Returning to the debste on why "Scientists are

Idiots" between Cecil Nurse and Steve Rothman,
Steve Rothman responds to Cecil Nurse's letter in
Matrix 85.

Steve Rothman

49 Burney Bit, Pamber Heath, Basingstoke, RG26 6TL

I must admit that | lost my temper while writing the concluding
paragraphs to my reply to Cecil Nurse's Sospboxi Why Scientists
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Are Idiots. | hope Cecil Nurse will sccept my spology for u-
offensive language and for my insinusting things | had
intended to imply. In particular, the " . noticesble lack or
clority " comment was not meant imply en lnability to
reason clesrly , but to draw sttention to both & perceived
attempt to confuse point 1) (while simultanecusly a-ruguung
scientists), end also & failure to sddress specific cases

are more readily countered than vague accusations of 'mul
idiocy" and “inhumanity". | should also practice what |
presch and epologise to Matrix readers for ‘“helping to
perpetuate a style of debste more suited to witch hunts - etc".

That said, | stand by the bulk of my letter: | believe that Cecil
Nurse's logic t and the tone of his article is more in
keeping with “trisl by medis” than with s serious sttempt to
get at the truth.

The reason for my presumption that Cecil Nurse should present
exsmples and evidence is based on two important legal
principles: innocence until proven guilty, and that the
prosecution should provide the defence with their case in order
that the defence may know fully the basis of the accusations
n-d-. 50 that they may prepare to answer them. Now | (and meny
have been accused of being an idiot. | have been accused
nf being incapable of questioning my morality and values and
the -lel of my work. | have been accused - incredibly - of
of tive guilt for *
tond) — irrational crimess. | do not think it unrmh thet
Cecil Murse should try to provide some justification for his
atements. Also, how may | properly respond to his allegations
when so much Is generalisation with so few specific examples?

On reflection, | was wrong to say: "THe scientific world view
ven, to morality. It seeks
n the world, not to dictate how humenity should conduct
I realise that it provides a definition of truth as
& basis on which moral decisions may be made. here, then, is the
relevance to morality and the side-effect on religions. @ut it

to me thet this is baring a pretty hefty moral
responsibility, 80 where is the “lnherent moral weakness"?).
However, there (s certainly no moral stances (for exsmple,
sim to undermine or supplant religions and
their moralities - although some individual scientists certainly
o), and it does not dictate in the sense of trying to impose &
viewpoint on specific moral issues. indeed, | belleve (for what
that worth) thet it is not only incapsble of providing s
single ‘correct’ moral enswer to any moral question, but that it
would be totally wrong for it to do so. For instance, the
scientific world view has no imperstives to safequard human
safety, welfare and heppiness! Toke the case of someone (n &
coma and on s Life-support machine. If a doctor says that there
s no chance of recovery, or, say, only & one-in-a-hundred
chance (which can include the possibility of the doctor being in
error), then sclence Is saying: "The patient is almost certainly
Gead, you may safely turn the machine off". But humanity says to
leave the machine on, give the patient a chance.

I could give more examples but I'D like to comment on 38) of
Cecil Nurse's letter in Matri8S. It is entirely possible that
taking no action until the full facts are known is & sensible

prudent course. If action is taken prematurely then this may
be futlle, it may delsy the establishment of the true causes of
the situstion, and it may do positive harm itself. Fools rush in
). “There is not evidence that this new druq will have the
beneficial effect in humans that [t hes shown in snimsls, snd
that it is free from side-effects” Is not meraly an excuse to
delay the use of the drug.

If & hypothesis is capable of being supported by evidence then
an investigation is in order. If no such evidence is forthcoming
then the hypothesis is probably (but by no mesns certainly)
false, snd there s little practical value in kesping it in mind.
This is, sgein, the principle of innocent until proven guilty.
The lack of evidence In support of an accusation is not only
"tentemount to disproof®, it is the most conclusive and finel
disproof possible.

The mention of DOT in point 3b) is interesting in the light of
point 3a). 0OT wes first used (so far as | know, | am no expert)
In the mid-forties to kill mosquitoes snd rat fless, thus saving
people from death by malaris and bubonic plaque. It wes nm
used to help raise crop yields In the Third World. DOT w
Lifesaver! Now, as the science of ecology was In Its infancy i

the forties, and es the effects of OT are subtle and long-term,
no scientist wes in 8 position to predict (possible not even
suspect) its effects. This is & good example of action with the
best intentions, but not besed on the full facts, having
disastrous consequences.

to some comments on the second point 3) (as printed in
n.mx (sorry - MSP1).

1 did not at any point indicate that | was aware of the
intimate connections between the levels mentioned in the M8S
letter beceuse to do s0 would have involved an unnecessary
digression n en alresdy lengthy letter.

The personsl morality | referred to, | in ng way whatsoever
implied wes divorced from the practice of science.

I'm afraid it {s just no on to accuse me of not providing sny
focts end then ignore two out of three of my and
quote the third es the exception that proves the rule.
Especially when one later cites "sclentists” - who - doubt the
morality of a technology” when one has been railing against “the
wilful refusal of scientists to confront the questlons that
thelr research and knowledge have raised."!

The charge of fostering a “them and us" sttitude was made in
1 have nothing
to fesr if | am innocent from “a bit of Nuremburg, lies
unessily with Cecil Nurse's sssertion that | must prove my
innocence (point 1) of his MBS letter); his apparent bellef that

credence despite a lack of evidence: his spparent belief in
collective guilt by definition”, "wilful refusal of
scientists”, etc) and his persistent failure to consider humen
fallibility or, at worst, incompetence, &s alternative
explanations for actions he attributes to moral sloth or
outright malice. (Incidentally, no-one st Nuremburg wes charged
with "being a Nazi" o1 "believing i Nazi ideology": charges were
for the lssuing of orders leading to, or the commission of,
specific crimes on specific detes at specific places and, where
possible, against named Individuals).

But all this hes been a digression from the maln lssue ralsed
in the Soapbox. Let's return to that and give some solid facts.

There are scientists who question their morality and values -
see, for the article by Dr. Mertin Johnson in Ethical
Problems in Reproductive Medicine®, 1989, vol.l, and adspted for
New Scientist,9/12/89.

There are scientists who confront the questions their work has
raised - see, for example, The Arms Race at a Time of Decision,
Annals of Pugwesh, 1983, eds J Rotblat and A Pascolini,
Macmillan, 1984. Consider also the existence of national medical
sssoclation ethics committees and similar committees in
universities and hospitals where resesrch is undertaken.

Cecil Nurse's Soapbox points 1), 2), 3) and his conclusion ere
demonstrably untrue.  His point 4, | believe, hes some validity
- the Nezis' pseudo-scientific racial theories being & prime
example - end | think that we are agreed that ‘scientific
values' should not be epplied to aress where they are
inapprope iate).

On the other side of the coin, there are presumsbly scientists
who sre mmoral or amoral. Scientists, of course, are humen and

in all shepes, sizes, colours, political tendencies and
muu, Being human they are also all fallible. Now, | would ask

one wishes to point the finger of blame at some
'cunu-n and | do not deny that there are cases to snswer),
then one should do 8o by sddressing particular individuals or
groups and particuler circumstances, rather than & blanket
condennation that smeers the innocent end perpatustes the

B-movie ype of as cold,
and inhuman.
Peter Tennst also sdds & few comments on this
correspondence.
Peter Tennent

debste between Cecil Nurse snd Steve Rothman sbout the
merits or otherwise of scientists seems to have got rather
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heated. Originally | took Cecil's demeaning title, Why Scientists
are Idiots as an obvious ploy to provoke a reaction. Having read
his latest contribution to the debate, especlnlly point 4 with
he might men the
title to be taken seriously. | recall c-m-s earlier Soapbox
equating the dacline of science fiction with a general loss of
faith in science as the answer to all our problems. Certainly,
Cecil gives the impression that he feels science has let us
down badly, that scientists have somehow guiled the public. It's
& pity that his arguments so far have been couched in such
emotive terms as what he's actuslly saying deserves sober
consideration.

Of course scientists aren't ldiots (well maybe a few are, but
then, you get idiots in every profession). What scientists are,
is only human, with all the failings that term implies. We have
no right to expect them to be any more than that and they have
no right to claim that they are (if any do). Scientists are not
morally superior belngs, above all forms of temptation. They do
not have all the answers snd can't be expected to be objective
sl the time. let's bear these things in mind, scientists and
non-scientists alike. Perhaps we'll get along better then.

Moving the i for  money'
:orrespomsmca relul(ng o Martin Bricers Soapbox
article.

Martin H Brice
11 Cherryway, Alton, Hmapshire, GU34 2AZ

I om plesed to see that my Soapbox article provoked several
columns of correspondence. | am particularly interested in two
of the points raised. One bears out the fact that of the

Literary and artistic people | have spoken to, most prose writes
do not equate litersture with art, most librarians think it is
the same, all poets are adament that it is the same, publishers
and agents are equally adament that art and literature are
completely separate, and painters are non-commital. ihaven't yet
spoken to any sculptors.

The other point concerns writers' circles. I'd forgotten all
about them; not that I've ever attended one. I've never had time
- I'm too busy writing for money!

And finally, David Symes would like to set the
record straight, concerning a comment mede by
Steven Tew last issue

D A Symes
3 Hannington Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Dorset BH7 6T

I think he [Steven Tew] needs reminding:

Mr Ray Bradbury, a reasonably famnous writer, created the Book
People in his excellent work, Fahrenheit 451.

Mr Frencols Truffaut made a rather poor cinematographic
representation of the work In question. While my perception of
Mr truffaut may be subjective, | do know of at least one other

son who really belleves that Ray Bradbury ls the suthor of
Fahrenheit 451.

And that's it for this time, and my last letter page. The
deadline (s 16th March 1990 and all correspondence should
be sent to Jenny Glover at 16 Aviary Place, Armlay, Leeds,
LS12 2P
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